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Will he stay
or will he
go?

Lobbying
versus
protest
Ontarians respond
to the ongoing
Quebec student
demonstrations
JUSTIN SMIRLIES
MANAGING EDITOR: NEWS

Despite the fact that talks between
the Quebec government and student
leaders resumed on May 28, the escalating protests in the province
have sparked a dialogue in other
provinces — specifically Ontario —
about hiking tuition costs and how
students should react to it.
More recently, various students’
unions under the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS) have called
on the federation and on students
in Ontario to demonstrate their
dissatisfaction with the provincial
government.
This has posed the question of
whether or not an actual movement,
similar to the one in Quebec, could
manifest in Ontario.
“I think it’s inspiring to see hundreds and thousands of students to
take the street, to see students give
up their own academic years and put
themselves in academic jeopardy for
what is really a struggle that will affect the future of Quebec,” explained
Nora Loreto, the communications
and government relations co-ordinator at the Ontario CFS office.
“It also shows how we get to that
point in Ontario and in all the other
provinces,” she continued.
“The students in Quebec have
shown that working together and
building a movement from the grass
roots and being deeply democratic
can actually build a movement that
can withstand time and that can
withstand attacks and can withstand oppressive laws like we saw
during the G20.”
News, page 3

NFL contract still possible for
Laurier star and Edmonton
Eskimos sixth-overall pick
Shamawd Chambers

JUSTIN FAUTEUX
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

It was ten minutes before the CFL
draft, but Shamawd Chambers
wasn’t glued to his TV. The star Laurier receiver and No. 3-ranked predraft prospect was somewhere he
felt much more comfortable; outside, running routes and catching
footballs.
When Chambers finally did come
inside and join his mother to watch
the draft in their Markham, Ont.
home, he sat and watched as he
slipped down, through the first five
picks, eventually being taken off the
board by the Edmonton Eskimos

sixth overall — the highest a Laurier
player has been taken since 2007.
“I was a little upset that I was
sliding, I think anyone would be, but
I wasn’t necessarily nervous,” said
Chambers. “It was a good experience, it was exciting, but at the same
time I was relieved once it was all
over with.”
The main reason Chambers
dropped in the first round of the
May 3 draft was the uncertainty
surrounding his playing future. A
week after the draft, Chambers had
a tryout with the Philadelphia Eagles, raising questions about whether or not he would be available for
the start of the CFL season, which is
just a month away.

Chambers didn’t win an NFL
contract during his brief stint in
Philadelphia, but he certainly
doesn’t regret the experience. Nor is
he giving up on his hopes of playing
four-down football this fall.
“I think it was well worth going down to that tryout to see what
the NFL is all about,” he said. “As
of right now, the plan is to basically
look at any options that come up.
Obviously, I’m just trying to work
out the situation with Edmonton,
work out a contract, but if another
option comes up, it comes up.”
Even Laurier head coach Gary
Jeffries, a staunch supporter of the
Canadian game is happy to see his
former player getting a crack at the

NFL. Even if it may mean another
one of Canada’s brightest young
stars heading south.
“I’m pulling for him to go as high
as he can go and realize his dream.
His dream is to get to the NFL, so
I’m pulling for that for him,” said
Jeffries, who saw Chambers rack up
2,068 receiving yards and catch 18
touchdowns in four years at Laurier.
“Sure I’d love to see him play [in
Canada] and be able to see him
all the time and that may happen
yet, but number one: I’d like to see
him reach his goal and achieve his
dream.”
Sports, page 15
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Cordoscopes: June
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)

Sadly your month is over
but that shouldn’t stop you
from getting a bunch of
fun things accomplished.
I am sure you have a bunch of places
mapped out that you want to explore
with your friends. Concerts, bars,
rotating between cottages; it sounds
like you have a great month ahead of
you. But unfortunately in our world,
in order to have fun, it will cost you.
So unless you have a magical bank
account or an extremely well-paying
internship, be cautious when spending, or opt out to go on free picnics
or hang outs in the park instead.

Cancer (June 21 - Jul. 22)

Summer break may sound
like months of leisure and
fun, but your laissez-faire
approach will bite you in
the butt. Unfortunately you can’t
have it all this summer; late nights,
soaking up the sun, earning good
money, having adventures, you may
have to make a few sacrifices. But
that does not mean you will be limited and can’t have fun, just don’t let
your moody personality get in the
way and sure enough, you will be
enjoying yourself by the end of June.

Leo (Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

We’ve seen your Instagrams, tweets, Facebook
posts and hung out with
you a couple of times: we
get it! You’re on summer break and
you want to party. But do you really think the excessive amount of
posts are necessary? We don’t need
to see another selfie of yourself getting “your tan on”. Stop acting so
vain and instead, reach out to a pal
who may not be having as much fun
as you are. You can finally use your
party-animal-like ways for a good
cause.

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Analytical, reliable and
precise, there is no question that you have your
summer mapped out and
organized. However if plans do not
necessarily go the way you want to,
don’t get fussy or act inflexible. Everyone is in “summer mood” so the
game changes a bit. Make sure to
organize enough time to do some
things for yourself this month; even
though you are having fun and are
satisfied, you still have to put aside
for the things you need.

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)

Your lax exterior will not
benefit you if you are expected to get anything accomplished this month.
The summer sun has finally made
its presence and it is making you
lazy and sleepy. Have you done anything productive recently? Make
sure you get out there and do something quick. Wasting away on that
couch will get you nowhere.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

This is going to be a fun
month for you! Naturally
resourceful and passionate, you should take advantage of the nice weather and
tackle all those activities that are on
your bucket list (if you don’t have
one, maybe this is the time to create one). If you think your summer
is off to a great start now, just wait
until you squeeze in some of those
items.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
It’s your way or the highway this month. Or
maybe it is the highway
because going on a roadtrip this summer should definitely
be on your to-do list. Canada has

numerous music festivals happening all over the country, but I’m sure
visiting our neighbours down south
would have some cool events as
well. In fact, do me a favour and go
to the Pitchfork festival. Send me
a postcard as well when you’re in
Chicago.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Your strong, responsible
and ambitious personality
makes you not only ahead
of the game with securing a good summer job, but also being around to help your friends who
are not doing so well. However, your
stubborn and dictatorial traits may
shine through when giving a pal
advice. You may be right: sitting at
home waiting around, occasionally
doing mom’s requested chores does
not get you anywhere, but they have
to be the bigger person and figure
it out.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Do not let your rebellious
side do anything too crazy.
Like cliff jumping at a cottage during the weekends,
or randomly taking up an extreme
sport. You are the most clever sign
out of the bunch, but never mess
around with mother nature — she
will win. Although you can’t get too
wild, I’m sure on the 14th something
fun will come along.

Vocal Cord
right, you will have time to fit this
in with your work schedule and I’m
sure your friends will be just as excited as you are to jump on board.
Be generous, but not too
generous. If you see a
friend struggling with
handing resumes out, it
is always nice to help — but don’t
let that take away from getting your
opportunities. If you are currently
working or in summer school, do
not put a lot of pressure on yourself
as you usually tend to do. It’s okay to
work hard but not so hard that you
wear yourself down. Use this month
to volunteer in any events you have
always wanted to, but never had the
chance before.

Not sure what to do this
month? Letting your
imagination get the best
of you? You need to plan
a trip and fast! Although working in
the summer is the best opportunity
to help out your savings account,
this is also a perfect opportunity to
give yourself that mini vacation you
have always wanted. If you plan it

“I’m delighted to be
addressing everyone
because it’s a sign I’m
still alive.”

—Feridun Hamdullahpur, University of
Waterloo president

—Shamawd Chambers, former Laurier
wide receiver

—Margaret Atwood, Canadian novelist

re: The five-year planning process for
Congress 2012

re: Why he was drafted sixth overall in
the CFL draft

Taurus (Apr. 20 - May 20)

You are extremely loyal
to your friends but don’t
be offended if they seem
standoffish or too busy to
hang out with you this month. You
may take things the wrong way if
you’re sensitive about friends being
unavailable. Take that as the opportunity to take care of yourself and do
the things you want to do. Remember that project you told yourself
you were going to tackle? Well? Go
for it! Also, remember it gets hot in
June, so on the 8th, go get yourself
an ice cream cone.

Being the ambitious Virgo, Life Editor Carly Basch attempted to create the
June Cordoscopes while scarfing down a
sandwhich during her lunchbreak in the
Financial District. Do not take these to
heart.
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Quote of the week:
“It’s called The Smirlies Monologues.”
–Managing Editor: News Justin Smirlies on writing a play for the Fr!nge
Festival
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Student boycott starts

Talks break down between student leaders
and government officials

Bill 78 passed

Talks between student
leaders and government officials resume

February 2012

July 2012
Mar. 22
166,068 students begin
boycotting with an additional 300,000 supporters

May 14
Line Beauchamp steps
down as Quebec’s
education minister

May 25
Student/activist arrests hit 2500

Quebec student movement felt in Ontario

FRANCESCA MITCHELL THE MCGILL DAILY

Student protesters, including Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois (L), march on the 100th day of the strike in Quebec. Talks between the two parties resumed on May 28.
—cover

Quebec students are facing the dilemma of the provincial government
trying to raise their tuition by 76
per cent even though it was promised to them otherwise. The decision by students to boycott their
education began on Feb. 13, and as
a way to curb the escalating protests, the Charest government implemented the controversial Bill 78
that deemed any protest without the
prior approval of the government
illegal.
Bill 78 also requires the striking
students to share the exact routes of
their protest with the police. Any violation can result in hefty fines.
“The pocketbooks aren’t the only
thing being threatened, it’s now
their rights and freedoms,” said
Chris Walker, vice-president of university affairs at the Wilfrid Laurier
University Students’ Union. “There’s
a lot going on, the scope of it has
definitely gotten bigger.”
As a recent example of the movement spilling over the border into
Ontario, at their general meeting on
May 24, the Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty Association (WLUFA)
agreed to send $10,000 to students
in Quebec that need legal aid because of Bill 78.
“I was asked if I thought these donations would prompt students to
protest [in Ontario] and my feeling
is unlikely,” explained Judy Bates,
the president of WLUFA and a geography professor at Wilfrid Laurier
University.
“Tuition fees have been rising
about five per cent each year for the
last ten to 15 years, and we have not

“I was asked if I thought
these donations would
prompt students to protest [in Ontario] and my
feeling is unlikely.”
—Judy Bates, president of WLUFA

ALEX PRITZ THE MCGILL DAILY

The controversial Bill 78 has been declared by some to be infringement of human rights and freedoms.

witnessed significant protests in
Ontario regarding those huge fee
increases.”
According to Bates, around 50 to
60 WLUFA members were present
at that meeting on May 24.
When asked what WLUSU
thought about WLUFA’s recent donation, Walker responded by saying, “WLUFA is more than capable
to donate to whom it wishes as an
organization.
“However, WLUSU will not be
making a similar-style donation to
the cause.”
A local group from Kitchener is

attempting to generate a “casserole”
protest on the night of May 30, similar to the one in Quebec last week,
in support of the students facing
Bill 78. Other movements, though
considerably smaller, have begun in
other cities such as Vancouver, New
York and Paris.
Walker instead said that he hopes
a movement like the one in Quebec
doesn’t materialize in Ontario, and
asserted that other forms of political
engagement are more effective. He
did note, however, that students in
Quebec have the right to be upset.
“Our approach is to work

alongside government and very proactively engage with them and try to
find a cautionary balance to ensure
an affordable and high-quality education system,” said Walker.
Alysha Li, the president of the
Ontario University Students Alliance (OUSA), the provincial lobby
group WLUSU is partnered with,
echoed Walker’s statements.
“Absolutely, tuition is such a big
topic, for OUSA especially, I know
our member organizations, it’s been
a concern that’s been brought up
from time after time,” Li explained,
adding that the existing tuition

framework in Ontario is set to expire
at the end of the upcoming 2012-13
academic year.
By lobbying and working with the
government, OUSA hopes that the
consultation and negotiations work
in the favour of Ontario students.
But Loreto thinks that mere lobbying is not enough.
“I think that students are both
concerned and need to be more engaged,” Loreto argued. “Lobbying
does have a role, [but] it’s naïve and
impossible to win this through lobbying because if we could we would
have.”
While some have tried to ignite
more activism similar to that of
Quebec, most have agreed that the
political climate in Quebec is just
inherently different to one that exists in Ontario.
“It’s a different political culture
in Quebec, and they are much more
activist than Ontario tends to be
at times. So the political culture is
definitely a contributing factor,” said
Walker.
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Scholars discuss uncertain future

KATE TURNER PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Governor General David Johnston (left) and Canadian literary icon Margaret Atwood (right) were two of the many academics present at Congress 2012 this week.
JUSTIN SMIRLIES
MANAGING EDITOR: NEWS

The campuses of Wilfrid Laurier
University and the University of Waterloo (UW) definitely felt a larger
presence this week, as 7,000 scholars from across the country flooded
the Waterloo community for Congress, an annual convention that
discusses the academic fields of
the social sciences, liberal arts and
humanities.
Congress 2012, which was also
put together by the Canadian Federation of Humanities and Social
Sciences, is arguably the largest academic conference in Canada.
“I’ve talked to a large number of
people, as far as I can tell, most of
everyone’s experience has been positive,” said Michael Carroll, the dean
of arts at Laurier and the co-chair
of the conference. “It’s a unique experience, because what you have
over the course of eight days are
7,000 people from a variety different
disciplines.”
Sheldon Pereira, the project

coordinator for Congress 2012 since
May of last year, felt that the hard
work is beginning to pay off.
“It is going tremendously well.
You plan, you plan and you plan and
then you get to a certain point where
planning doesn’t help you anymore,
you just need to have the event,”
Pereira explained. “Here we are in
the middle of it and it couldn’t have
been going better.”
According to Pereira, Congress
will have a beneficial impact on the
two hosting universities as well as
on the community. The Waterloo
Region tourism office estimated that
the region will make $7 million because of the visiting delegates.
“We’ve had a concerted effort to
involve the community in our planning, to bring them on as engaged
partners and to have them work on
committees, so it’s a mutually beneficial outcome,” added Pereira.
The convention, which started
on May 26, will run until June 2. On
Friday, at the press conference that
officially opened the conference,
WLU president Max Blouw and UW

president Feridun Hamdullahpur
stressed the importance of the arts
even though their respective institutions’ reputations have swayed
towards the fields of math, science
and business.
“It’s a big misperception,” clarified Hamdullahpur. “Yes, Waterloo
is known for many things and one is
leadership in innovation and technology. But our largest faculty is the
faculty of arts. There’s always been
a very strong connection with the
faculty of arts. So this is very important to us.”
Blouw echoed Hamdullahpur’s
remarks, “We are known for our
school of business and economics,
but I think equally we are known as
a liberal arts university.”
Carroll believes that, even though
funding is moving towards different faculties, employers are searching for liberal studies graduates with
critical thinking and writing skills.
“A liberal arts education, first of
all, is valuable because it imparts
valuable thinking, communication
and writing skills, and those are

skills [that] are in demand,” he asserted. “We need informed and engaged citizens that have the world
view, ability to see things from [the
perspective] of other people, the
willingness to become engaged in
the importance of social issues over
time.”
With the theme of the convention being “Crossroads: scholarship
in an uncertain world,” many of the
lectures have and will continue to
discuss this notion of a declining
emphasis on liberal studies in the
post-secondary sector.
On Tuesday afternoon, wellknown Canadian novelist and poet
Margaret Atwood spoke at UW
about how storytelling — and the
teaching of it — is still important,
despite the fact there is less of an
emphasis on it today.
“That’s how we understand our
world, through the stories we tell
ourselves and one another about it,”
she said.
Governor General and former UW
president, David Johnston, spoke at
the Laurier campus on the opening

day of Congress and called for the
global expansion and democratization of knowledge, and noted that
Canada should be in a leadership
role in terms of education.
“This is the best time in history
to be scholars,” Johnston told the
audience.
According to Johnston with the
rapid expansion of technology, the
social sciences and humanities will
be more accessible to the public; it’s
just a matter of those disciplines
now adopting those principles.
But academics and researchers
cannot forget about the importance
of teaching.
“If you’re only going to remember
three words from what I say today,
they are ‘cherish our teachers’,” said
Johnston.
Congress 2012 also included a
lecture from Canadian author Jane
Urquhart, who put a huge emphasis
on the role of libraries in today’s society. Other prominent academics
will lead panels for the remainder of
the week.
- With files from Justin Fauteux

WLU, Sustainable Waterloo strengthen ties
MARISSA EVANS
LEAD REPORTER

Wilfrid Laurier University took a
step towards becoming more green
this past week by confirming their
commitment to increase the environmental sustainability of the
institution.
Shedding its status as an observing member of Sustainabile Waterloo Region’s Regional Carbon Initiative (RCI), the university has taken
on the role of pledging partners.
As a result, WLU will be working
to reduce its carbon emissions by 25
per cent per square foot on the Waterloo and Kitchener campuses over
the next ten years.
“It’s really exciting for the university to be taking such a meaningful
step,” stated Mike Morrice, executive
director at Sustainable Waterloo Region and a Laurier grad. “Laurier is
now one of only eleven other pledging partners that have made reduction commitments.”
Sustainable Waterloo Region
works with local organizations to
assist them in advancing their environmental sustainability. The
Regional Carbon Initiative is one
of their leading programs, which

“Laurier is now one of
only eleven pledging
partners that have made
reduction commitments.”
—Mike Morrice, executive director at
Sustainable Waterloo Region

focuses on supporting organizations
in their commitments to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
“Even more impressive,” Morrice
added, speaking to WLU’s commitment to the RCI, “is that the university first created a Sustainability Action Plan.”
The Sustainability Action Plan,
developed by the Sustainability Office at Laurier, has a larger scope
that extends beyond the RCI target
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The sustainability goals outlined by the plan are centred around

education, operations and community partnership.
Morrice noted that WLU has taken on a unique initiative, as few universities have made commitments
with an action plan to back them up.
Claire Bennett, sustainability coordinator at WLU, was thrilled by
the response from the building and
properties group and the board of
governors, which both had to approve the action plan.
“I couldn’t have imagined a better reception at both of those meetings; it was wonderful,” expressed
Bennett.
Bennett has already completed
three projects since the sustainability action plan was approved on April
12: the installation of 12 filtered
water-fill stations around campus, a
water harvesting/natural landscaping project adjacent to MacDonald
House, which solves drainage and
flooding issues and a secure bike
storage facility.
Outreach, Bennett highlighted, is
an equally important aspect of the
plan.
“I have a very close relationship
with the EcoHawks,” she stated.
“They’re great for the outreach stuff
because it’s much more peer to
peer.”

The institution of sustainability reps on house council in residences this past year has also been
helpful in educating students about
sustainability.
“A lot of the time it’s really just
educational,” Bennett admitted.
“Outreach is a huge prerogative. Behavioural change is probably more
important than anything you can do
physically.”
If students are interested in becoming more
involved
with environmental
sustainability at WLU,
Morrice suggested they
connect with
Bennett, but also
seek out student
groups.
“Laurier is
lucky to have both
support in administration through the
Sustainability Office,
but also a very active
student population when it
comes to sustainability,” Morrice continued.

In Bennett’s eyes, the commitment WLU has made to Sustainable
Waterloo Region as a pledging partner will only benefit them in achieving their goals. It is a step forward
in holding the university accountable as a leader in carbon emission
reduction.
“I’m very proud of Laurier for being so receptive to everything and
working so hard for sustainability
initiatives,” concluded Bennett.

MITCHELL
CHEESEMAN
GRAPHICS ARTIST
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Month in review
Looking back at this month’s top stories
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The old fine arts building will soon see a new use as the Centre for Cold Regions and Water Science.

New facility replaces Fine Arts
JACQUELINE SALOME
STAFF WRITER

The old Fine Arts Building at Wilfrid
Laurier University will see a new
purpose in the upcoming year.
The building is currently being
used as a warehouse, but the university will introduce a new environmentally-friendly building called
the Centre for Cold Regions and
Water Science to take its place.
The application for the establishment of the centre as a headquarters
for environmental and hydrological
research in northern Ontario and
other northern Canadian regions
was originally proposed in 2008,
though due to budget constraints,
the project has only come to fruition
in recent years.
“[The project] was supported by
the Canadian Foundation for Innovation, but not by the province,” said
Bill Quinton, an associate professor
and Canada’s research chair within
the geography and environmental
studies department.
“So what happened was at the
time a number of us were already
working in the Northwest Territories,” he said. “We spoke to the upper administration of the university
and swapped out the Ontario budget contribution with a contribution
from the government in the Northwest Territories.”
The result was an official tenyear partnership between WLU and
the government of the Northwest

Territories, who collectively provided the funding for the infrastructure
for research.
At Laurier, this infrastructure has
come in the form of a focused research centre equipped with laboratory facilities, analytical equipment,
offices, meeting rooms and the like.
The Northwest Territories will be
the base for fieldwork, receiving
equipment such as weather stations
and various all-terrain vehicles.
The Northwest Territories is
experiencing a process of devolution in its transition to provincial rank, meaning that the territory will be taking on more serious
responsibilities.
As such, concerns are arising
around the issues of water quality
and transboundary flow of water
and related resources.
The idea of the partnership is for
the Northwest Territories to adopt
policies with a scientific backing,
established by coalitions of WLU researchers and researchers native to
the territory itself.
“Researchers can’t really do their
research without the compliment of
graduate students, so the Northwest
Territories is looking to the students
at undergraduate and graduate levels to be a part of this. This includes
Laurier students and students in
the territories as well,” Quinton
explained.
The centre will be a research and
training facility for faculty members, graduate and undergraduate

students alike.
According to Quinton, the building possesses significant space
dedicated to laboratories for graduate students and undergraduate
assistants.
The building will not be reserved
for students within the scientific
field or with an environmental or
geographical background either.
“If you take issues like water
quality, there are chemical, hydrological and biological implications
but there are also social, legal and
human health implications, so we’re
looking for involvement for students
and professors on all those other
fields as well to become part of this,”
said Quinton.
Much to the disappointment of
the fine art students and professors
at Laurier, the university decided to
scrap the program in April of 2007.
That was the last year anyone could
take a class or get a degree in fine
arts.
The total project cost for construction and equipment was approved at roughly 12.5 million by the
Laurier board of governors in 2011.
Because of government funding and funding from the complimentary initiatives of the Canadian
Aquatic Laboratory for Interdisciplinary Boreal Ecosystem Research
and Southern Ontario Water Consortium, who will also be making
use of the building, WLU students
should not see the building affecting
the cost of tuition.

Student employees
charged at YEP

Creating a community
for women in science

School of Business and
Economics hires new
dean

Anthropology department to be reduced to a
program

The annual Year End Party on the
Laurier campus did not go without
a hitch.
On the night of April 21, 14 students, who were employed by the
Wilfrid Laurier University Students’
Union were charged by the Ontario
Provincial Police (OPP) in violation
of the Private Security and Investigative Services Act (PSISA).
Students were found to working
in security positions without proper
licensing. At the time of the interview, Mike McMahon, general manager if WLUSU, was unsure if the
union would be fined.
WLUSU has stated that they
will give legal aid to the charged
employees.

On April 30, Wilfrid Laurier University announced that Micheál Kelly
was chosen as the new dean of the
school of business and economics
(SBE).
Deb MacLatchy, vice-president:
academic and provost at Laurier,
said the skills he has demonstrated
with his contributions to the Telfer
School of Management at the University of Ottawa, as well as his
work for various innovation advisory boards, makes him an ideal leader
for SBE initiatives and fundraising.
Kelly hopes to be able to build
onto Laurier’s community with his
contact networks, and help give it
the recognition it deserves.

April 16 marked an important day
for women working in science and
mathematical fields in the Waterloo
region, as the Wilfrid Laurier University senate approved the development of The Centre for Women in
Sciences.
The centre will open in the fall
and connect women in the community with faculty members in science and mentors in the area.
Institutions have already shown
support for the centre and students
also look forward to being a part
of it.
The university will fund the centre
as it begins, and government grants
as well as external funding will also
help supplement the centre.

The anthropology department at
Wilfrid Laurier University may soon
be facing some major cuts.
Anthropology professors declined to make a comment about the
nature of the issue, which was discussed at the Faculty of Arts meeting on April 20, 2012.
Students that have declared a
single anthropology major will be
able to complete their majors, but in
the future it will only be offered as a
double major.
While losing the department has
upset many professors and students,
the program will still be available in
a reduced form, and required course
offerings will be ensured.

- All compiled by Yvonne Lemieux

Check out thecord.ca for further
updates throughout the summer

Health Sci students
volunteer with VIDA
Fourth-years give medical aid to Guatemalans
ELIZABETH DICESARE
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR

Earlier this month ten health science students from Wilfrid Laurier
University, along with 12 bio-medical students from the University of
Guelph, travelled to Guatemala with
Volunteers for Intercultural and Definitive Adventures (VIDA) to work
alongside doctors and give medical
treatment to local citizens.
“The main [part of the trip]
was clinic days,” explained Nicole
Reinders, a fourth-year Laurier student. “We would split up into groups
and locals would come in from rural
areas, and we could listen to what
their problems were and try to diagnose them with something, and give
them medication.”
Jaclin Whaley, another fourthyear Laurier student, expanded on
the purpose of their trip.
“There were six clinic days in total, and we worked probably eight
hours per day. Some people walked
from different surrounding villages
because they’d never seen a doctor before, and some people waited
hours to see us,” she said.
The total cost of the trip — which
ran from April 28 to May 10 — was
around $3,000 per student. This

covered airfare, accommodations,
food and VIDA expenses such as
medical supplies. While the group
brought many donations, they
used many supplies already in
Guatemala.
Although the students worked
alongside qualified doctors, most
of their appointments were done
independently.
“We did their basic health history,
asked them about their primary and
secondary health conditions and
then when we thought that we had
a diagnoses the doctor would come
and we would tell them what we
learned,” stated Reinders.
Near the end of the trip the students were responsible for giving
prescriptions based on their own
observations.
“We learned so much just from
the first few clinic days,” said Justine
Wilson, another fourth year WLU
student. “We were trusted.”
While working in Guatemala,
the students noticed many differences between health care systems
in Canada.
“I think one of the most striking
differences for me was that the people there waited so long to see us,
and when they finally did get to see
us, even after waiting like six hours,

COURTESY OF JACLIN WHALEY

Health science students from WLU volunteer in Guatemalan clinics, giving medical aid to locals.

they were really grateful and thankful that they actually got to be seen,
whereas here if you had to wait like
an hour for an appointment, I think
people would be really angry and
upset,” Whaley stated.
Wilson also explained how her
observations made her realize how
much Canadians take health care for
granted.
“Certain medications we take

advantage of ... we just take it and
it’s accustomed to us but to them it’s
a privilege to get,” explained Wilson.
Reinders also commented by
stating the importance of treating patients as actual people and
not just as medical issues, which is
sometimes the case in Canada.
In Guatemala, she explained,
the patients were extremely grateful for the help they received,

continually thanked the students
and even hugged them.
The students were all pleased
with their experiences, and hope to
apply the knowledge they gained
both in the classroom and in their
future endeavors.
“It was an amazing experience,”
summed up Whaley. “I didn’t think
I would have learned as much as I
did.”
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City to discuss bike share initiative
LINDSAY PURCHASE
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Copenhagen. New York. Toronto.
Washington.
What do these four cities have
in common? All participate in bike
sharing programs.
And if Sihan Miskin, the director
of marketing and public relations for
Grand River Public Bike Share, has
his way, Waterloo will soon be joining them.
Miskin presented his plan to Waterloo City Council at the May 28
meeting. He was looking for endorsement from the city to move
forward with the ambitious project.
“We really want to make this region and city really eco-friendly,
and boost its image, and make it an
international destination,” he said,
explaining the non-profit’s mission
statement.
Miskin demonstrated public support for the project, indicating that
a bike share petition had acquired
over 1,500 signatures, while an ongoing student survey has thus far
provided positive feedback.

Laura Kirk, the coordinator of
the Wilfrid Laurier University Eco
Hawks, also contributed to the presentation briefly. “The Laurier community is very excited for it, at least
I know my volunteers are very enthused.… Wilfrid Laurier seems to
be very interested,” she said.
The pilot program would include
100 bikes spread out between ten
locations between Waterloo and
downtown Kitchener. Several stations would be in the university
area.
“There are some unique characteristics to our city, so that’s why
we are proposing that it is limited,”
Miskin explained. “Learn from it
and then see how we can expand it
city wide, and then region wide.”
There are a number of positive
expectations associated with public
bike share, from decreasing traffic
congestion to the health benefits associated with physical activity.
Environmental benefits are also a
big draw. One of the unique features
of the bike share is that docking stations will be solar powered. This
makes the placement of them more

“We really want to make
this region and city ... an
international destination.”

—Sihan Miskin, director of marketing
and public relations for Grand River
Public Bike Share
flexible than those which would be
tied to power sources.
“I think we can make it work,”
commented councillor Angela
Vieth. “I’m happy to support it.”
The capital cost of the project is
estimated at $550,000, with annual
operating costs between $150,000
and $200,000.
It will be funded through member
subscriptions, usage fees and corporate sponsorships and grants. They

will also be putting advertisements
on the bikes.
“I’m so happy that it’s going to be
a non-profit organization that will
run it with the support of all the different governments, rather than any
one government running it,” said
Mark Whaley, the councillor for
ward five. “That’s a better model.”
Whaley put forward a direction
motion to have the project further
examined by city staff. This will allow more dialogue to take place
about the details of the cost and legal liability of the program, among
other issues. Staff will report back in
September.
In the meantime, the organization intends to communicate with
the two universities and other
municipalities.
“We are really looking for your
endorsement here so we can get
out there and look for corporate
sponsors and secure that funding,”
Miskin concluded. “And then we
can go ahead with the agreements
with the city, mobilize vendors and
then see how fast we can launch this
program.”

$550k
Estimated cost for
pilot project

100
The number of
bikes the city will
recieve

10

Docking and pay
stations

K-W in brief
RIM may face cuts

For the second time this year RIM
employees may have to deal with a
round of layoffs.
With fewer people buying BlackBerry smartphones, RIM feels they
need less employees to design and
sell them.
While the announcement has yet
to be made, reports estimate that
2,000 to 6,000 employees could be
laid off.

After the company lost $125 million during its last quarterly earnings, it became clear the company
needed a change. RIM wants to improve efficiency in production and
supply chain in an effort to save $1
billion by the end of 2013.
A lot of speculation has taken
place, but the company’s final decision on cutbacks has yet to be
announced.
–Compiled by Yvonne Lemieux

LISA MALLECK CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE INNOVATION

Lloyd Axworthy discusses Canada’s obligation to support humanitarian causes in the Arab Spring

CIGI lecture generates dialogue
RAVI BALAKRISHNAN
STAFF WRITER

Former Canadian minister of foreign affairs Lloyd Axworthy drew
crowds to the Center for International Governance Innovation
(CIGI) on May 24 with his lecture on
the Responsibility to Protect (R2P),
and its pertinence to the Arab
Spring. R2P is a product of the United Nations recognition, in which
Axworthy played a vital role, that
there is a basic human responsibility to protect people across the world
from crimes against humanity.
Axworthy, throughout the lecture stressed the importance of
understanding the role that world
powers have in the Arab nations,
and the need for nations to assume
responsibility for the subsequent
consequences.
“One crucial issue for us as Canadians is the degree to which we’re
prepared to put our effort, resources, and creative abilities to really
work and enabling the United Nations to be the proper and responsible vehicle providing kinds of protection,” he asserted.
“We are one of the countries that
can be a stalwart advocate, provider,
convener, instigator in the United

Nations, but we have to work at it,”
Axworthy advised.
He acknowledged, however, that
Canada’s presence on the international scene has changed overtime,
and that it is no longer the diplomatic, middle power that it once
was.
With respect to some of the Arab
nations specifically, Axworthy said,
“There is a quite strong evolving
movement from the emerging states
to take R2P and begin to discuss …
how they would implement with or
without us”.
He explained that there are West
African states that are engaging in
efforts to take over externally initiated R2P initiatives, locally and for
their neighboring states, referred to
as “interventionist diplomacy.”
“I’m inspired in a kind of way, I
know it sounds romantic, maybe it’s
a sign of age,” joked Axworthy about
the Arab Spring.
While he commended influential
emerging nations like Brazil for initiating R2P influenced discussion,
Axworthy criticized Security Council members China and Russia for
misusing their veto options in dire
situations involving countries that
required intervention.
“I saw the kind of bravery that

took place on the streets of the Middle East in the past few years, and
they deserve better, and not that we
were absent, but they did deserve
more of our time and attention, because they are undertaking major
changes that we will all benefit from,
socially, economically, politically,”
he said.
When asked if the sort of change
he spoke about could be demonstrated outside the United Nations,
Axworthy replied, “I think we’re
evolving into maybe a little bit of a
hybrid system. [The Security Council] still is the only agency that has
the right to authorize the use of
force. Other regional organizations
are slowly building towards that
kind of capacity,”
The United States specifically, he
explained, takes considerable efforts
to help many Arab nations rebuild,
but they cannot and do not want to
do all the heavy lifting. Countries
need to be willing to help with what
they are good at.
Axworthy concluded, “If you have
tha UN make that first step decision, it can be carried out by all
kinds of other players, and that is
something we haven’t really thought
through. That, to me, is a very big
opportunity.”
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Local transit installs security cameras on buses in order to ensure security of passengers and drivers

GRT prioritizes passenger safety
LINDSAY PURCHASE
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

You may notice some new additions on your next bus trip through
the city — or rather, they might notice you.
Leading up to May 22, security cameras were installed on 190
Grand River Transit (GRT) buses,
which includes only those vehicles
built within the past 12 years. The
plan was approved by Regional
Council in Sept. 2011, and was followed by months of revision and
public consultation.
Assistant director of GRT Peter
Zinck explained, “The purpose of
putting the cameras on is so that we
can detect and deter ... any activities” that may pose safety concerns.
While Zinck does not believe that
people generally feel unsafe when
using GRT services, he noted that
“Some riders are less comfortable in
the public area,” and that the cameras will hopefully help to make people feel more secure.

However, Waterloo Regional Police report that violent crime has
been on the rise across the region in
recent years.
“Since last August, we have seen
more incidents of person-on-person robberies in which the target
was often younger adults or teens
who were carrying electronics such
as cell phones,” Olaf Heinzel, the
public affairs coordinator for Waterloo Regional Police Service, wrote
an email. “In a few cases, a victim
who had exited a bus, was followed
and robbed by suspects who had
also been riding the same bus.”
In response to feedback gathered through multiple consultation sessions with the public, some
changes were made to the original
plan. Only the camera placed closest to the driver will have audio recording capabilities, and video will
only be held for up to 72 hours. If
the decision is made to hold images
for any purpose, it must be kept for
one year.
While Zinck commented that GRT

services “Haven’t had any public response since we activated [the security cameras],” he recalled that the
public reaction was largely positive.
Ben Marshall, who lives in Waterloo, said that he takes the bus every day, but has never felt any threat
posed to his safety. When asked if
he thought security cameras were a
necessary investment, he responded, “No, definitely not.”
“I’ve just never really had any incidents or anything where there’s
been a problem on the bus. Usually
the bus drivers take care of it pretty
quickly,” Marshall said.
Fourth-year University of Waterloo student Kathleen Slofstra was
in agreement, stating that she had
never had any issues with personal
safety on buses.
“I mean if there’s been a lot of situations happening where it’s warranting it, they’ve seen problems
happening, then maybe,” she said,
regarding whether the cameras were
needed. “I feel like it’s a little bit of
an invasion of my privacy.”

Local news: month in review

FILE PHOTO

K-W braces for crucial
byelection following Witmer’s resignation
A byelection must be held to fill
Witmer’s seat as the K-W MPP.

Witmer resigned last month to take
a position as the chair for Workplace Safety and Insurance Board,
to which she was appointed by Premier Dalton McGuinty. While most
of these elections pass without consequence, this election could have
major implications for the Liberal
party.
The Liberals currently hold 52 of
107 seats in Ontario while the opposition holds 53 seats. If a Liberal
wins the byelection they would hold
a equal number of seats and in the
event of a tie the speaker, Liberal
Dave Levac, could vote.
The Liberals have a lot riding on
the vote and feel they have a greater
chance for success in the upcoming
byelection than in previous years.

Provincial Government
Invests $1.5 Million in Local Research

John Milloy, Kitchener Centre MPP
and Minister of Community and Social Services, announced the recipients of this year’s Early Researcher
Award (ERA) on May 4.
Milloy stressed the importance of
supporting people through all stages
of ideas.
Of the local research projects,
eight will be done at University of
Waterloo, two at Laurier and one at
Perimeter Institute.
Laurier’s award recipients were
Jennifer Baltzer, an associate professor of biology and Laurier Barclay,
an associate professor of business.
–Compiled by Yvonne Lemieux

Last September, the Balsillie School
of International Affairs, which is a
joint partnership between Wilfrid
Laurier University, the University of
Waterloo (UW) and the Centre for
International Governance Innovation (CIGI), opened up a campus
in Waterloo with the intention to
foster an environment where students from both universities had a
common place to collaborate and
discuss the issues that plague the
twenty-first century.
And collaborate they did.
While the Balsillie School has
been open since 2007, the two local universities previously hosted it.
“It is difficult to have a school that is
spread out over two campuses,” said
Fred Kuntz, vice president of public
affairs at CIGI.
Now that the campus is reaching
the anniversary of its first year, the
success of the school and its location can be adequately measured.
When asked how the first year
went, Terry Levesque, director of
masters in international public policy program at Balsillie, responded,
“I think that goes a long way toward
creating a fence of organizational
loyalty, commitment to the idea, the
school.”
The school offers three programs,
a PhD in global governance (WLU/
UW), a masters in global governance (UW) and a masters in international public policy (WLU).
“The two universities provide
[everything for] the academic side,”
Kuntz explained. “The faculty, they
enlist the students, enrol the students, they provide the curriculum,
everything you would expect a university to do, and the two universities grant the degrees.”
He clarified that CIGI’s role in the
partnership, apart from providing
the space, is supplying funding for
research.
While it’s easy to assume that
this campus was built in order to
facilitate the gap in geography between the partners, Levesque affirmed that, although the geographic

“It is a place where they
can come together ...
[and] collate both their
knowledge and impressions of the big problems.”
—Terry Levesque, Balsillie School
director of masters in global governance

separation played some role in the
new campus, it had a lot more to do
with bringing the students and faculty together into a space where they
could discuss their studies and help
each other.
“If I have one message that I think
is important, [it] is that the Balsillie School is this common space
where a group of individuals who
are either, through scholarly interest or public concern, [are able to
talk] about the big challenges of the
twenty-first century, it is a place
where they can come together… and
you know, collate both their knowledge and their impressions of the
big problems.”
It also sheds light on these problems to the surrounding community
in Waterloo, who are able to visit the
campus and participate in events
that help them become more aware
of the school’s research.
“So if you care about the environment, or the global economy, or
security issues in the world,” Kuntz
suggested, “ [Then] you can come
to the CIGI campus and learn about
those things and get engaged with
those issues, so that’s the mission
that we have.”
“Think about the Balsillie School
as the realization of a collaborative
work between the two universities…
and that this space is sort of the
concrete evidence of that idea that
they will be better off talking to one
another than working in isolation,”
Levesque concluded.

Graduating in 2013
Spring or Fall?
If you are not on campus in the fall but still want
to be on the class composite and in the yearbook,
then you must have your gradphotos taken in July.

Sittings start July 9th 2012 and
Booking will open on June 11th
at www.wlusp.com.

The Cord is looking for:
Arts Editor
In Depth Editor
Writers, artists, photographers
and more!!
visit wlusp.com for more
information
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May looking
for help on
Parliament Hill

Green Party opens up all-ages internship
opportunity to support lone MP

ALANNA FAIREY
LEAD REPORTER

The Green Party of Canada hopes
to raise $12,000 through their
Campaign Fund Goal to ensure
that the party will have an intern
year-round.
The Young Greens Parliamentary
Intern (YGPI) is required to work
four out of five days per week in MP
Elizabeth May’s office on Parliament
Hill, in addition to working at the
Green Party of Canada Headquarters one day a week. This is a paid
internship.
Cathy MacLellan, a local Green
for the Kitchener-Waterloo area,
emphasized that one of the downfalls of having only one MP for the
Green Party is that May is unable
to attend all meetings on Parliament Hill and they often do not have
enough funding or capacities to fulfill all of the duties. This is where an
intern comes in.
“It’s a volunteer program where
you’re basically at Elizabeth May’s
office and you are given a number of
different tasks,” MacLellan shared.
“These tasks include going to meetings, attending public events and
working from Elizabeth’s office.”
MacLellan added that the

campaign has just started and
people have already participated by donating money through
the official Green Party website.
Though the campaign appeals to
mostly students, the interns are not
required to be in university. Matt
Casselman, a member of the Wilfrid
Laurier University Students’ Union
board of directors and a Green Party
activist at MacLellan’s office, shared
that the volunteers range in ages.
“One of the candidates in the Toronto area was an intern and she
was a retired school teacher,” Casselman revealed. “This opportunity is not limited to just students,
it is for anyone who is interested in
gaining some experience with the
Green Party.”
Emma Dickinson, who was May’s
intern from October 2011 until
March 2012, felt that her opportunity working as an intern in May’s
office was an incredibly rewarding
experience which helped her gain
insight into the political realm.
“The experience changed my life,”
Dickinson recounted. “I felt like I
was absorbed into the process and
contributing to the party.”
Part of Dickinson’s duties for
the duration of the year focused
on keeping May up to date on all

NICK LACHANCE FILE PHOTO

Green Party MP Elizabeth May is looking for an intern, but still needs $12,000 to fund the position.

developments in committee meetings and assisting with submission
of amendments. Dickinson also
focused on supporting the Young
Greens Council with administration, research and accomplishment
of campaigns. The work seemed
challenging at times, but it was
worth it for Dickinson, who is currently fundraising with the Green

Party of Canada and also played a
vital role in setting up the campaign.
“Having an intern will maximize
our impact of having one MP on the
Hill,” Dickinson said. “It’s important
for people to not only be aware of
the Green Party policy, but what is
going on.”
When Dickinson looks ahead at
the future of the Green Party and the

Canada’s education ranked third globally
Resources

Environment

Connectivity

Output

1 Canada

27. China

2. Denmark
3. Sweden
4. United States

28. Ukraine

17. Canada

1. United States
2. United Kingdom

29. Canada

18. Finland
19. Bulgaria

4. Finland

LINDSAY PURCHASE
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Students often look to the Maclean’s
Magazine rankings, released annually as a barometer for the quality
of an institution’s education and as
a way to navigate the confusion of
post-secondary school selection.
Now, with a new ranking released
by Universitas 21 (U21), it is possible to see how Canada as a whole
compares to other countries internationally on the basis of its highereducation systems.
Canada demonstrated impressive results in the evaluation, ranking third overall with a score of 82.8
behind Sweden, with 83.6, and the
United States in first place with 100.
Helen Pennant, the special advisor to the president and executive
director: international for the University of British Columbia, and one
of two Canadian representatives to
U21, acknowledged the benefits of
the research-intensive ranking.
“Being a member of an international network like U21 is all about
finding out what other universities
are doing, and how they relate to
their national systems, exchanging
best practices,” she said.
“So having any information which

30. Russia

sort of makes sense of that data is
useful.”
Countries were evaluated based
on resources and output, in which
Canada ranked highly, as well as
connectivity and environment,
where it was positioned considerably lower.
These four categories encompass twenty different measures,
including number of international
students, investments made by the
government and private sector and
diversity of opportunities available
among other qualifications.
There has been some criticism
towards the adequacy of the categories used to determine the rankings.
Things such as tuition costs and
class sizes, currently highly contentious issues in Canada, were not
used as a measure of a country’s
quality of education.
According to Pennant, this is
simply an unavoidable reality for
any research project. “Any survey is incomplete, isn’t it?” she
considered.
“The researchers have obviously
tried to get measures which can
be applied across the board in the
broadest sense.”
Zachary Dayler, the national director of the Canadian Alliance of

16. Indonesia

3. Canada

If people don’t know how to interpret them ... it’s
not doing anything for those it needs to do something for”
—Zachary Dayler, national director of CASA

Student Associations (CASA) believes that rankings in general must
be looked at with a critical eye.
“For me, the rankings are kind of
a false perception adding to what is
incredibly difficult for young people
to navigate,” Dayler argued.
“There’s value to them, but… if
people don’t know how to interpret
them or don’t know what’s included
in a specific metric, it’s not doing
anything for those it needs to do
something for.”
Pennant felt that the comparison
of nations, rather than particular
universities, provided a unique perspective through which to evaluate
post-secondary education.
“I think it’s quite helpful for students who are considering going

abroad for studying or research,” she
countered. “Nobody should rely on
just one ranking to make a decision.”
While the results may be an eyeopener for governments on the type
of education systems they are creating, the ranking does have the
potential to be one of many tools
utilized by students when determining which school, or which country,
is best-suited to host their journey
through higher education.
“At the end of the day, the people
that matter in post-secondary education are students,” Dayler concluded. “Those are the people that
need to benefit from it, those are the
people that are making the investment, and they need to get that return on their investment.”

involvement of the intern, she sees
a multiplying effect, in which the
intern helps to get more people involved and aware of the Green Party
and its policy.
“We want to represent those people that want a more sustainable
and more effective Canada. And
this is just the first step,” Dickinson
concluded.

Canada in brief
Air Canada 777 makes
emergency landing

Pieces of metal fell on cars near
Pearson International Airport on
Monday afternoon and police believe the debris came from a disabled jet. Const. George Tudos of
the Peel regional police said that
investigators know of at least four
vehicles that were hit by pieces of
metal the size of a cellphone around
2:30 p.m.
While there were no injuries,
witnesses reported seeing a plane
with smoke coming from its engine
shortly before the calls of falling
debris began. According to an Air
Canada spokesperson, the plane had
to land soon after take off when it
lost an engine. The cause of the engine shutdown is unknown and the
police cannot be positive if the debris is from the plane yet.

Postmedia will stop some
Sunday papers, cut jobs

Postmedia Network Inc. will be
stopping many of its Sunday papers
and has announced plans to cut an
unspecified number of jobs in an effort to fight declining ad revenue.
Like it has for the last four years, the
National Post will put its Monday
edition “on vacation” in addition
to local papers in Calgary, Edmonton and Ottawa losing their Sunday
edition.
With internet properties and
foreign-owned digital companies
taking most of the country’s advertising revenue it is becoming harder
for Postmedia to attain advertising
revenue.
Postmedia plans to find ways
to cut down cuts and will expand
across all digital networks in order to stay current and always have
news available.
–Compiled by Yvonne Lemieux
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Examining the Aboriginal
influence on Western Canada

Stephanie truong GrAphiCS EDitor

Reporting from Pender Island, British Columbia, Features Editor Colleen Connolly speaks
with local inhabitants about the rich Native culture often associated with the west coast
Towering trees, weathered beaches
and mountain peaks along the horizon set Western Canada apart from
its neighbours to the east. But along
with these magnificent displays of the
country’s diverse landscape comes the
prevalence of an equally diverse set
of people who offer a unique cultural
aspect to the Canadian population as a
whole.
First Nations
peoples uphold
a very noticeable
presence on the
coast of British Columbia, one that
is not repeatedly
so throughout the
majority of the rest
Canada.
However, a study
done by Statistics Canada in 2006 revealed that the largest population of
Canadian First Nations reside in the
province of Ontario, raising the question as to why such a strong connection exists between British Columbia
and Aboriginal imagery.
One plausible reason stems from
the abundance of food that was available for the ancestors of Natives living on the Western coast of Canada.
“It was really an incredible pantry, being able to hunt right next door in the
forest while being able to fish in the
ocean” remarked Walter Kohli, manager of Poet’s Cove Resort and Spa on
Pender Island, an island off the coast
of Southern B.C.
“Many of the prairie or interior
people had to hunt almost full time….
These people here had a lot of leisure
time so they could develop art.”
Kohli, originally from Switzerland,
has surrounded himself with Native
people nearly all his life. He is married to a woman of Aboriginal decent
and even spent some time living in
the bush with a group of First Nations
people near Calgary, AB.
He has lived on Pender Island since
2008 and has tried to forge a connection between the resort and the island’s indigenous people ever since,
even joining in a sacred brush ceremony in 2011.
“That art has really attracted us,”

Kohli continued. “It kind of catches
our eye, and that’s how we are able to
access their culture. And because we
can access their culture and talk about
it, it also keeps the culture alive.”
Solomon Reece, a Tsimshian First
Nation of British Columbia who works
as a policy analyst for the B.C. government, supports this
inquiry. “We had more
time to develop more
intricate clan systems,
more unique language
groups and we were able
to really define ourselves
materialistically a lot
more than the East,” he
said.
First Nations of Western Canada have also
been able to more visibly sustain their culture for a longer period of time due to
the region’s far more recent history of
colonization. “My father comes from
Northern B.C. and my mother’s actually Eastern Ojibwe from Ontario, so
we’ve got a long history on my mother’s side of colonial contact while on
my father’s side it’s within only five
generations” Reece said.
Colonization marked the beginning
of government for the young country of Canada, but the end of a life and
land long-maintained by First Nations
people whose culture suffered the
threat of deterioration under the impositions of a Western regime.
“The typical act of colonization is to
take the ‘savages’ and turn them into
‘civilized’ people, get them to buy into
your society, get them to buy into your
economic system and make them dependent,” recalled Reece.
This was the intention of the Canadian government in regards to First
Nations during colonial times, working to create a standardized nation of
like citizens without regard for an already existing and long established
culture.
“We are all equals as human beings
but we are not the same… so I think
it is not overt prejudice, it is good intentions to say we are all the same in
a Canadian’s mind. But to a First Nations person it’s denying their culture in favour of a very predominant

culture,” remarked Kohli.
According to Kohli, the slow implementation of colonization across
Canada, sweeping from the east made
First Nations of the west cling harder
to their roots.
“They could see what was happening to their culture elsewhere, learn
from it, adapt and be more protective
of it,” he said.
This attitude still prevails.
“Amongst indigenous communities
there is a wary attitude, there is still a
mistrust of anything Canadian,” said
Reece. “We are very well known for
our hospitality, we’d give you the shirt
off our back. But, for example, even if I
were to go home with my government
badge on trying to get them to agree
to something I would be met with
the same hostility that anybody else
would. There’s just a huge mistrust
of government and everything that it
represents.”
The lack of understanding from
which this antagonism has developed
can be attributed not only to a different idea of equality but to a contrasting
idea of the world in general.
“Westerners have a
more linear view of the
world.… Now our language, our history and
sort of our very philosophy is very much circular. So we don’t see
that there is a beginning and end to anything, there is simply a
state of being,” shared
Reece.
According to First
Nation beliefs, a person has no real death
and exists forever in
a constant cycle of
connectivity.
“If you want to
use a Star Wars metaphor, which I actually
thought was very clever, it’s a symbiotic relationship. Everything that
happens to every branch on the tree
happens to the tree itself. We as indigenous people see our existence as intertwined with everything around us,”
explained Reece.
“We believe that when we pass away

our spirit leaves but our physical body
is left behind and of course you bury it,
it goes into the ground, the nutrients
spread and eventually it goes into the
grass which is eaten by the deer [and
so on],” added Reece.
This is why a fairly recent occurrence on Pender Island, B.C. created
such a negative stir among the island’s
First Nations population. Poet’s Cove,
which is situated on top of what was
once a village belonging to the Tswout
First Nations of Pender Island, went
under reconstruction in 2004 unearthing ancient native remains. Instead of
the incident being reported to the First
Nations of the area, they were shipped
off to a museum in Seattle.
“From their point of view it is something so inhuman and so insensitive
because the First Nation ancestors are
not finished… so to desecrate their remains is a horrible thing. It is kind of
destroying their lives” explained Kohli.
So, on June 19, 2011 the remains
were returned under the new management of Kohli for a proper burial.
This act of respect and correcting
a past wrong is really exemplary of
the progressive attitudes in B.C. towards
the land’s original
inhabitants.
“I think the steps
that Poet’s has made to
have a real reconciliation and talk about the
real problems really
shows the zeal in British Columbia at healing the divide between
indigenous and nonindigenous British Columbians,” remarked
Reece.
Kohli’s hopes to
see more cases of cooperation between
Aboriginal and nonAboriginal people
elsewhere.
“It’s all these different views that we
have compared to First Nations. We
need to learn to appreciate how they
look at the world. It doesn’t mean we
have to change over, but at least we can
learn to appreciate it and respect it” he
concluded.
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Don’t waste
your summer
While it is meant to be a break from the
rigours of school, summer can also be a
time to benefit your post-grad future

CARLY BASCH
LIFE EDITOR

After slamming down those pencils, nurturing those hand cramps
and shoving as many clothes as you
can into your suitcases to go home,
a weight has been lifted as you step
out of the dark, bleak Winter semester and dive head first into summer
break.
Everything about summer is appealing: your commitments to the
library are shortened, you don’t have
to check your school email only to
see it filled with that idiot who has
still not read the syllabus and we
do not have to layer ourselves in
clothes. Your parents’ fridges are
easily available and there’s nothing
more exciting than planning those
BBQ parties.
Another year is under your belt
and you can kiss those courses
goodbye. For that, raise your hand
and give yourself a pat on the back
for making it out (barely) alive.
Your brain has manipulated you
into thinking that for the next four
months, you are on a vacation. The
summer is meant to be spent wearing as little clothes as possible, rotating between different cottages,
and if the bar you go to has a patio
— you’ll be there.
Unfortunately with the increasing
difficulty that exists for people looking for jobs; young adults fresh out
of university struggle to get themselves financially secured. Maybe
you should reconsider your “break”
time and see the summer as the perfect opportunity to gain resources
for networking that will help shape
your future.
Summer is one of the most valuable times to get ahead and start
shaping your future. It gives you
a first-hand experience into what
will be your fast-approaching future: The real world. Whether you
want to face that reality or not, the
real world is just around the corner
and how you manage your summer could be a determining factor
of how your experience in the real
world turns out.
That is where the concept of balance comes into play. You have
to utilize it during school when it
comes to keeping yourself healthy,
committed to academic goals and
making sure you maintain a decent
social life.
Whether you are an arts, business

I propose a challenge
this summer: Have the
most successful summer
summer you could possibly have.

or science major when you go to
university, we all learn the same
thing: balance. Summer should not
be a writeoff from maintaining this
balance; in fact, balance should be
enforced more than ever.
Once you graduate, it’s done and
you’re out there using the skills you
have managed to pick up to guarantee you can feed, clean and take care
of yourself.
Although academia is valuable
and beneficial and anyone attending
university is extremely lucky, you
owe it to yourself to plan ahead and
market yourself out there this summer to gain those resources.
This whole pep-talk column may
be the last piece of information you
want to read. But from one peer to
another, the commitment and investment that you put into your
summers could make the next three
months a prologue for our rapidly
approaching real worlds.
Therefore, I propose a challenge
this summer: Have the most successful summer you could possibly
have. That seems similar to having
“the best” summer you could have
and it could very much pan out to be
the best, if managed wisely.
Festivals, dinners on patios and
cottage weekends are out there
waiting, but at the same time, investing your days into making sure
you work hard, even if it’s at an internship that could be dull and tedious, should be number one.
To those who are currently unemployed, get back out there and
keep trying. Easier said than done,
but whatever opportunities you get,
take them. Hopefully this will give
you skills that will enable you to be
pro-active in seeking out jobs that
will cater to the fields you are interested in.
Now, enough with the lectures.
There are beers to drink, patios to sit
on and burgers to be flipped.
All that and a full-time, crappypaying summer job may be the best
kind of balance you will experience,
before you find yourself back pulling
all-nighters in the Concourse.

Follow us on Twitter
@cordnews

@cordarts

@cordsports

StepHAnie tRuong gRAphICS EDITOR

Top 10 summer activities
for nerds (and vampires)
Staff Writer Matthew Grant provides some examples of
summer fun that don’t involve being out in the sun

Let’s face it, not everyone enjoys
summer the same way. While most
people are at the beach enjoying the
sand and surf or lounging on decks
and patios soaking up the summer
sun, some of us are desperately trying to hide in our basements, away
from the blinding sunlight and social interaction.
There’s a whole other side to
summer that most people never
know. As one who walks between
two worlds (character class: Sexy
Nerd), I think that I’m uniquely
suited to bridging the gap between
those who are tanned and those who
are more, shall we say, melaninchallenged. More accurately, I wrote
a list of the top ten summer activities for those of the geekier persuasion. But it’s not just for nerds like
me; it’s for everyone, especially for
the people wise enough to attempt
avoiding heatstroke.

10. Watch Buffy the
Vampire Slayer

In the wake of the recent blockbuster The Avengers and director Joss
Whedon’s deserved mainstream
success, what better way to celebrate the popularity of such a colossal nerd than to see how far he’s
come?
Whedon’s first passion project was Buffy, and the show’s sharp
dialogue and surprising plot twists
continue to please audiences today.
Plus, a seven-season run means
hundreds of hours of television for
any viewer courageous enough to
take on a challenge. Whether you’re
cheering for Buffy or waiting for your
vampire buddies to finally teach her
to play nice, there’s no better way to
spend your summer.

9. Go and see
Prometheus

This science fiction blockbuster directed by Ridley Scott comes out on
screen June 8, and until then I’ll be
busy shaking in anticipation. Scott
began his career with a little sci-fi
masterpiece called Alien and followed that seemingly un-toppable
number with a film called Blade
Runner.
His return to the genre after 30
years is a great day for all science
fiction enthusiasts. For any vampires interested in seeing Prometheus
on the big screen, remember to
avoid the matinees — there’s no
smoking in theatres.

8. Play Diablo III until
your fingers bleed

Between all the corporate retreats
to their palace of gold and jumping
in the massive piles of money that
they make from World of Warcraft,

Blizzard Entertainment made a
game called Diablo III. The last part
of that sentence automatically sent
anyone who has played Diablo I or
II into frenetic finger spasms and
heavy drooling, if that helps to understate its importance. Gamers
have been waiting for this game for
over ten years and it’s finally here.
There’s a reason this is the only
video game on the list, it’s the only
game you’ll play this summer.

7. Play Settlers of Catan
with your friends

There’s nothing like creating a
few summer memories with your
friends. While nerds and vampires
get a bad rap for being solitary loners sometimes, there are plenty of
ways that they come together to
make friends and build meaningful
relationships with others. And by
plenty of ways I mean Settlers.
This immensely popular board
game is a great way to spend your
time indoors, away from the gentle
summer breezes that scatter playing
cards and carry away the ashes of
your former vampire buddies. Catan
is a fantastic game of conquest and
cooperation that can make any summer a memorable one.

6. Go and see
Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter

Those might be the four greatest
words to ever be combined in the
English language. This pseudohistorical look at one of the most
popular U.S. presidents was written
by Seth Grahame-Smith, the author
of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, and
produced by Tim Burton. In theatres June 22, the film is sure to be a
serious examination of the life and
times of American’s most unabashedly bearded president.

5. Watch Community

This is one of the best shows on
television; chances are if you’ve seen
Community you’ve either loved it or
consequently have no soul, so obviously it’s a winner for vampires and
humans alike. A stellar cast, pithy
humour and a willingness to challenge the mould of conventional
comedy make this show a must see
for anyone this summer. Community’s writers have seen more television and movies than an immortal
being with a PhD in Couch Potato,
which guarantees that there’s something for everyone.

4. Read The Walking
Dead series of graphic
novels

But why would I read something
when I can just watch the show, you

ask? Because no matter how you feel
about the AMC series, the comics
are better. I guarantee it.
For anyone who’s ever wondered what happens after the zombie apocalypse, The Walking Dead is
for you. And for any vampires who
just feel like laughing at those stupid zombies eating those stupid humans, The Walking Dead is an absolute riot.

3. Go and see The Dark
Knight Rises
I don’t even have to sell this one. If
you’ve made use of your eyeballs
since 2005 you know about Christopher Nolan’s Batman trilogy
and chances are you’ve already got
your costume all ready for the premiere.
Just remember that leather cat
suits look good on nobody, and
dressing up as Alfred is infinitely
more suave and comfortable than
any other possible option.

2. Watch Game of
Thrones (or read the
books for bonus points)

It’s just great television. The worst
accusation that can be levelled
against it is that it contains too
much sex and nudity, and I’d hardly
call that criticism.
Based on George R.R. Martin’s
best-selling series A Song of Ice and
Fire, Game of Thrones is an epic fantasy drama with a complex cast of
characters, pre-eminently focused
on humanity’s struggle for power
and unafraid to show its sometimes
mortal consequences. Sex + violence
+ unparalleled storytelling = fantastic TV. Who knew?

1. Play Dungeons &
Dragons

Do it, I dare you. If you’re into everything else on this list, you’re only
a small step away from making up a
character sheet for Grunvar the Destroyer anyway. Just think of it as
Skyrim for people who lived before
2011.
There’s always been a stigma attached to D&D, but considering the
amount of influence fantasy roleplaying has had on our modern culture, it’s time we gave up our stupid
inhibitions.
Whether you’re a casual nerd, a
dedicated pop culture historian, or
an immortal being with an eternity
on his hands, D&D has something
to offer you that no book, videogame, movie or television show can:
a sense of camaraderie, an exercise
in imagination or even just a good
time.
Think about it — Grunvar is waiting. And have a great summer.
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Canadian summer music preview
Life Editor Carly Basch takes a look at summer music festivals hitting the circuit in and around Ontario
Osheaga Festival 2012
Montreal, QC
August 3

Dmytraszko and @carly_basch
on Twitter as they will be covering
some (definitely not all) bands that
will be performing.

Edgefest
Downsview Park
July 14

North By Northeast
(NXNE) 2012
Toronto, ON
June 11-17

Another opportunity to listen to
some of Canada’s hardest rockers,
Toronto rock radio station 102.1 The
Edge puts together this festival to
bring on the spirit of rock and roll.
Located at Downsview Park in Toronto’s Northwest corner, on Saturday July 14 audience members have
access to two different stages where
numerous bands will perform. Performers we are most excited about:
DFA 1979, Silversun Pickups, Young
the Giant, Said the Whale and The
Darcys. Tickets available to purchase via Ticketmaster ($40-$60).

Hillside Music Festival
Guelph, ON
July 27 - 29

Osheaga makes a comeback with a
headline that is sure to be the most
anticipated music festivals of the
summer. During the first weekend
of August, Osheaga will take place
at Jean Drapeau Park (just a ferry
ride away from Old Montreal) and
will feature some of the hottest music artists of the year: Florence and
the Machine, The Black Keys, Feist,
The Shins, MGMT, Bloc Party and
The Weeknd. However if that is not
enough, music fans will also anticipate performances by The Walkmen,
The Black Lips, Zola Jesus and The
Dum Dum Girls. Two-day weekend
passes and single day tickets are still
available. Follow @carly_basch on
Twitter as she will be providing reupdates throughout the weekend.

A three-day music festival featuring local and world artists as well as
various craft vendors and local food
options. It is located at the Guelph
Lake conservation area, minutes
outside the city of Guelph. While
weekend passes are already sold
out, tickets for Friday, Saturday and
Sunday are still available. There is
plenty of parking and camping options at the site as well as a shuttle
running every 20 minutes from
Downtown Guelph. Great food,
great music and great people make
this festival one of Canada’s bestkept secrets. Make sure you check
out performances by Arkells, Kathleen Edwards, Great Lake Swimmers, Joel Plaskett Emergency, Walk
Off The Earth and Zeus.
(By: Matthew Grant)

Music and film lovers should not
pass up this opportunity to attend
NXNE which wil be happening in
downtown Toronto. Scattered all
over Toronto at numerous venues,
650 bands and 40 films are scheduled to be showcased during the
week. The biggest headliner of the
week is The Flaming Lips who will
perform on Saturday June 16 at
Yonge and Dundas Square. But don’t
let the unfamiliar band names shy
you away from attending. If you are
around town, open to new music
and need to update your iPod playlist, NXNE may just be your answer.
Check out their website for a full
schedule and details on how to gain
entry to specific venues. Follow @
DDmytraszko (Staff writer Danielle

The Best of the Rest:
Escapade Music Festival
2012
Ottawa, ON
June 30
Quebec City Summer
Festival 2012
Quebec City, QC
July 5
Vancouver Island
MusicFest 2012
Vancouver Island, BC
July 6

FILE PHOTOS FROM LEFT:
CRISTINA RUCCHETTA , SEAN POLLOCK,
RYAN STEWART, YUSUF KIDWAI,
CRISTINA RUCCHETTA

Superheroes, comics and your childhood self
How the growing popularity of comic book movies signals a collective acceptance of ‘the inner child’

KEVIN HATCH
STAFF WRITER

Earlier this month, Rick Groen’s review of The Avengers for The Globe
and Mail gave the film two separate
ratings: three stars from his “Inner
Kid”, and one star from his “Outer
Crank”.
Apart from bristling at this unnecessarily harsh verdict on what
was virtually universally declared
the best superhero film, and one of
the most intelligent summer blockbusters in years, I found myself deliberating the distinction between
evaluating a film critically and enjoying it with the unabashed emotional response of an “inner child”.
It’s a term generally used with a
blend of endearment and condescension — it’s okay to be in touch
with your inner child, but not to let
him or her run rampant. This attitude feeds into the general presence
of superhero films. Superhero films
have always been recognized as tapping into nostalgia, as reading comic books or watching cartoons were
activities generally affiliated with
childhood — things that people inevitably grow out of.
As such, early superhero films
were rare, and, apart from certain
exceptions, generally quite terrible
(check out the laughable 1990 Captain America film starring J.D. Salinger’s son for comparison). This
suggested the industry was allowing

KATE TURNER PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

a tiny bit of “inner child” to bleed
through, but with a dismissive attitude reflecting the culture’s scorn.
But, as Watchmen vocalized (circa
Bob Dylan), the times, they were
a-changin’. Over the course of the
last decade, comic book superhero
films have become abundantly more
popular amidst mainstream Hollywood releases. Case in point: this
summer.
The headlining Hollywood releases this summer, other than Ridley Scott’s Prometheus, are all comic
book films: The Avengers, The Amazing
Spider-Man, and the much anticipated conclusion of Christopher Nolan’s Batman trilogy, The Dark Knight
Rises.
A genre that was formerly dismissed as cheap pulp for a niche audience of super-nerds is now taking
over an industry designed for mass
audiences, and making a killing doing it.
So what’s the deal? Why did superhero films become all the rage?
I previously mentioned people
being conditioned to think of an “inner child” as a fleeting departure

from their ‘real’, adult self. I don’t
think this is the case at all, and I
think the ever-growing popularity and sophistication of superhero
films is a testament to this.
Superhero films do tap into emotional reactions that, for many, recall
childhood, but such enjoyment is by
no means restricted to it.
It’s worth noting that ancillary interests, like comic book or figurine
collecting, have also experienced a
huge upswing in popularity as such
practices have become deemed increasingly more “acceptable”.
This year, on May 5 “Free Comic Book Day”(an annual promotion and sale), the owners of both
Waterloo’s Carry On Comics and
Kitchener’s Lookin’ For Heroes each
remarked that neither could recall
their stores ever being so busy as
that day.
The rising popularity of graphic
fiction equally speaks to the fact
that comic books can have an appeal beyond cheap, disposable entertainment and actually have some
real substance and artistry to them
— something that the general public

appears to be tapping into and
wanting more.
Many think that the recent popularity of comics is because of the increased presence of superheroes in
Hollywood. I’d argue that it all taps
into an overall larger issue: it is becoming increasingly more societally
acceptable to allow the co-existence of people with their “the inner
child”.
Because of this, love of comics or
superheroes is no longer something
to be ashamed of, or indulged in secret, as many comics fans experienced growing up, for fear of mockery or derision — I speak, of course,
not at all from experience. Ahem.
This paradigm shift has been explained by reasons as varied as the
internet allowing for more fan solidarity, more nostalgic (or even ironic) cultural trends encouraging unconventional consumption, or that,
in a disillusioned post-9/11 age, the
hero myth is more appealing than
ever.
Perhaps people are now just more
okay with having some fun.
Or, as recent scholarship claims,

superheroes are a form of a modern
mythology: shared, larger-than-life
texts of fantastic individuals doing
things that most people would never be able to do, but would unanimously aspire to.
Pretty fitting that one of the
Avengers, Thor, is actually a God,
isn’t it?
And these unbelievable individuals are using these incredible powers for the sake of protecting normal
people!
What could be more simultaneously cathartic and feel-good than
that?
So, let the massive popularity of
The Avengers signal the death of the
“inner child” being a regimented,
scornful thing.
Let there be no more furtive reading comics under bed covers at
night, for fear of jeering siblings.
The general public appears to be
finally allowing themselves to accept “childish things” as legitimate,
whether as simply fun or as yielding
greater complexity and artistry. And
this can only be a good thing.
Excelsior.
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Arts bites
The latest news in
entertainment
Ma-Ma- Ma-donna

Music icon/fake British person Madonna, while performing at a show
in Israel, apparently broke into a
rendition of current superstar Lady
Gaga’s hit “Born This Way”.
The significance of this is the
controversy that surrounds the song
choice, as Madonna has been quite
outspoken about how derivative Gaga’s music has been since hitting it
big.
There is no report as to whether
or not “Madge” has found anyone
who remotely cares what she thinks
yet.

The King’s New
Crypt-keeper

Filling your creepy famous person
news for the month, a celebrity auctioneer has decided to put up for
bids the original crypt in which Elvis
Presley was first buried.
It should be no time at all that the
person who wins out will use the
empty tomb as proof that The King
is still alive somewhere.

NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Art exhibit gives outlet for Native youth
Langen Gallery hosts collection of Aboriginal art by high school and WLU students

JUSTIN FAUTEUX
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

That Apple Show

Ashton Kutcher has begun filming
his starring role in the independent
film about the life of Apple genius
Steve Jobs. Outside of the risky
casting, the film (entitled jOBS) is
now going to be even more overshadowed by a separate, seemingly
more legitimate production being penned by Oscar winner Aaron
Sorkin.
To combat this new turn of
events, the jOBS filmmakers are
looking to see whether Topher
Grace, Mila Kunis or the guy who
played “Red” are willing to join
Kutcher on the movie in order to
spice it up some.
–All compiled by Wade Thompson

In October of 2011, Kristiina Montero saw an opportunity to do something special.
The professor in Wilfrid Laurier
University’s faculty of education was
looking for a way to introduce her
students to Aboriginal culture and
teach them about working with Native youth. That was when she started talking with Guelph-based artist
and Ojibwa elder, Rene Meshake.
“In the faculty of education, we
have the responsibility to teach our
teachers who will be going into the
field about working with Aboriginal
youth,” said Montero. “Then I started talking with Rene and he told me
he had an idea of collecting art for
storytelling and that’s how the idea
began.”

Upcoming

From there, Montero met with
Beth McQueen and Carole Leclair,
teachers at Sir John A. MacDonald
(SJAM) high school in Hamilton,
which offers courses geared towards
Aboriginal teachings, such as Aboriginal English and Native arts and
culture, the latter being taught by
McQueen. And Songide’ewin, a celebration of Aboriginal art created by
SJAM students and Laurier education students, was born.
The exhibit opened at Laurier’s
Robert Langen Gallery on May
22 and runs until May 31. At the
opening ceremony of the collection, Meshake told the audience
that Songide’ewin, the name of the
exhibt, means “the strength of the
heart,” which he thought was a perfect way to sum up the program.
“With one heart, we beat,” Meshake
added.
Over the course of this past
school year, the SJAM students and
the Laurier students, along with
Montero, would come together to
create the over 30 paintings and

written pieces that came out of the
program. According to Montero, the
atmosphere was meant to be one of
community, not a traditional student-teacher dynamic.
“The teachers were students, the
students were teachers,” she said.
“When we all started painting together, the hierarchy was removed.
I think it really helped the students
from [Laurier’s] faculty of education
understand what learning was like
for these students.”
For the students involved, they
not only got a chance to create a
piece of art, they also got an opportunity to reconnect with their roots.
“I really had to open up and ask
some questions about who I am as
a person,” said grade 12 SJAM student Cassandra Bice-Zaug, who
wrote one of the written pieces in
the collection. “As I started writing,
the writing grew with me. I felt like
I became one with the art and the
community.”
WLU’s senior advisor of Aboriginal initiatives Jean Becker was

thrilled to see this kind of commemoration of Native culture on campus.
“It was fantastic. It wasn’t just a
good product, it was a very moving
experience for everybody I think,”
said Becker. “I think [celebrations of
Aboriginal heritage] are critical given the climate in the country and the
lack of understanding of Aboriginal
people. There’s a lot of stereotypes
and a lot misconceptions, but these
kinds of things really bring people
together.”
Becker is extremely proud of the
work Laurier’s Aboriginal initiatives office has done in its young
existence.
“Ever since we started the initiative, the support we’ve gotten has
been strong and I think it will only
grow with time,” she said.
“We’ve done so much in less than
two years, we’ve created Aboriginal
student centres on both campuses,
we’ve hired staff, I think that as time
goes by, we’ll see more and more
Aboriginal issues being discussed
here.”

Events

June
2&3

Waterloo AirShow
Join us at our booth from 10 am
to 5pm for some free give aways &
cool treats. The airshow takes place
at Waterloo International Airport.
Gates open at 10am, air show is from 1-5pm.

July
17

Car Free Sunday!!
Just follow the music to our booth
where Radio Laurier will be providing
you with great music all afternoon.
Request a song or sing along, play
some games for a chance to win
prizes from local vendors.

CRISTINA RUCCHETTA LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

Laurier grad Amy Carson Hunter performs during the Spark Music Festival Saturday afternoon.

Spark Festival brings out local acts
This past Saturday local music lovers of all ages gathered in the heart
of Waterloo Park for the second annual Spark Music Festival.
The festival, founded by a group
of volunteers, gives local non-profit
organizations an opportunity to exhibit their ventures and promote
their causes.
Exhibitors this year included the
K-W Humane Society, local organic
food promoters K-W Urban Harvester and Transition K-W, as well

as student groups Laurier Students’
Public Interest Research Group and
the University of Waterloo Sustainability Project.
The festival featured an eclectic mix of artists including Laurier
graduate Amy Carson Hunter who
preformed two sets and teamed up
with popular folk singer Richard
Garvey for a duet.
Patrons enjoyed non-stop music
between 4 and 10 p.m. and the nearperfect warm weather induced some

dancing when Waterloo based funkrock band Funk in the Oven hit the
stage.
Proving to be a fan favourite, the
band covered Biggie Smalls hit song
Juicy.
The festival also featured Radio
Laurier DJ’s acting as emcee with
admission cost going towards future
events and festivals and ensuring
that non-profit organizations can
continue to exhibit free of charge.
–Emily Frost
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Voice of the future largely
absent at Congress 2012
With the Congress 2012 conference of Humanities and
Social Sciences well underway, it’s apparent that invitations to students got lost in the mail.
Congress is an excellent way for students and academics alike to learn more about the humanities disciplines and question their place in the future. However,
how can we, as an academic community, accurately
plan innovation for the future when the next generation of thinkers are completely alienated from attending a conference that would greatly benefit them?
The primary problem is the lack of inclusivity that
was made towards students. Besides a basic form of
encouragement to participate in the conference, no
formal invitations were made to students, even in the
simple form of an email. It is not only the fault of Congress for not encouraging student involvement, but
Wilfrid Laurier for failing to advertise to their student
population.
In fact, the only effort made to assemble students
was in the form of paid and volunteer work recruitment. Students were not officially invited to attend the
conference but were more than welcome to work as
campus ambassadors or in food services.
What is troubling is that the conference features
panel discussions and lectures that directly pertain
to the interests of students, like: “Getting from here
to there: everything you wanted to know about being (and interviewing to be) an academic” and “How
to write research grant proposals: strategies for students and supervisors.”
Similarly, the lectures and panel discussions that
consider the future like “What will Canada look like
in 2030?” are being facilitated and attended by established academics and students already enrolled in
graduate programs.
Such lectures could serve as a helpful resource for
students interested in pursuing post-graduate education or simply wanting to educate themselves further
While academics in a university atmosphere surely
need conferences such as congress to develop their
knowledge base and network, students also need the
opportunity to be included in such a valuable learning
experience.
– The Cord Editorial Board

Peaceful protests more
likely to yield results in
Quebec demonstrations
Recently in modern culture, it seems that it is only a
matter of time before a peaceful protest turns violent.
Whether this violence is initiated by police or protestors, the end result is a hectic event in which the foundational message of the original protest becomes mutated beyond recognition.
As the two sides finally head for negotiation in the
Quebec student protests, the movement has been
marred by violence. A protest that began with honorable intentions to shed light on rising tuition costs
seems to have been hijacked by professional protestors and anarchist groups who have no real cause other
than to use this platform as a means to voice their personal vendettas with the government.
With this increase in violence and vandalism there
was intense pressure on the Quebec government to
quickly remedy the situation. Their passing of the controversial Bill 78 only sparked more violent reactions,
putting both the government and the protestors in the
wrong. In fact, a Radio Canada CROP poll released last
week concluded that 61 per cent of Quebecers think Bill
78 won’t resolve the crisis and those who were polled,
placed the blame equally on both sides.
Since the law was passed on May 18 protestors refused to give the eight hour advance notice of protests
to police — a condition of Bill 78 — which resulted in
numerous arrests throughout that week. This is where
placing blame for protests becomes convoluted.
Bill 78 has some worthwhile aspects like prohibiting
anyone from blocking a student’s access to their school,
a much needed amendment as those who wish to attend school should be allowed to do so without harassment. Unfortunately, Bill 78 also unlawfully restricts
peaceful protesters to let their voice be heard.
However, as the student leaders and government resumed talks on May 28, and with a more peaceful approach to the protests, a settlement could be in reach.
The focus has to be negotiation and peaceful demonstrations to ensure that the message remains.
– The Cord Editorial Board
These unsigned editorials are based off informal discussions
and then agreed upon by the majority of The Cord’s editorial
board, including the Editor-in-Chief and Opinion Editor. The
arguments made may reference any facts that have been made
available through interviews, documents or other sources. The
views presented do not necessarily reflect those of The Cord’s
volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Emily Frost, WLUSP President and Publisher
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3C5

stephanie trUong GRAphIcS EDITOR

Up against the wall
With more and more news organizations shifting to online paywalls,
access to balanced information on the Internet is threatened

JUstin smirlies
mANAGING EDITOR: NEWS

Like any other student journalist in
Canada, I can spend hours upon hours
reading articles on The Globe and Mail’s
website, primarily because I have no
money to subscribe to a print copy and I
like being able to read articles for free.
However, like many of my counterparts, I was hurt and saddened to discover that the Globe will be moving towards an online paywall, charging their
readers once they reach a certain number of articles, commencing this coming
fall.
Why, Globe and Mail? Why?
Sure, I can go to the National Post or
another online source to get my daily
dose of news, but with Canada’s largest
paper and other publications such as the
New York Times moving towards paywalls, this is clearly not a good sign. Not
just for news and newspapers, but information in general.
This will, at least initially, cause a decline in the readership on The Globe and
Mail’s website.
While decreasing ad revenues are a
reality for newspapers — there is some
logic to moving towards a paywall —
they can’t merely expect everyone, especially economically stricken students, to
start coughing up cash to get news.
Other online websites will receive the
readers that abandoned the companies
that started charging money.

Sooner or later we’re going to be paying for everything on the Internet, and
this is simply not how the
Internet was designed to
become.

This is a path that newspapers and
other websites such as Wikipedia, can’t
go down. It’s just a matter of time before
more publications begin to charge their
readers and eventually, we’ll all bite the
bullet and pay up.
The impacts that paywalls will have
on the credibility of free sources — for
the time that they do remain free —
might be substantial.
If websites want to keep their content free, they might pay their journalists
less or find cheaper ways of reporting,
and, as a result, the overall quality of the
work may diminish.
Twitter will continue to be free and
give people news updates, but there’s
only so much you can say in 140 characters if you know most people won’t click
on the link to an article with a price tag.
Sooner or later we’re going to be paying for everything on the Internet, and
this is simply not how the Internet was
designed to become.
This trend is almost identical to the
trajectory at which academic materials are moving. The price of textbooks
and copyrighted materials is ridiculous

— and it’s only increasing.
The recent agreement between the
Association of Universities and Colleges
of Canada (AUCC) and Access Copyright will now enable universities to
charge a flat, per-student fee of $26, as
opposed to the somewhat more flexible
fee it had originally.
As media companies act more like
corporations — which they arguably already do — it’s hard to see news, staying unbiased and without an alternative
agenda, as it is so commonly seen in the
United States with the fiasco that is Fox
News.
Will Canada face the same fate?
Since news companies will be essentially controlling what people pay for,
will that affect how information is presented to the public?
With the consolidation of media companies becoming more of a problem,
fewer voices will be heard.
I understand that people need to be
paid for their work. If I decide to join the
journalism world after my undergrad
then I will surely want to be paid for my
work.
But the idea of information being
charged left, right and centre is certainly
making me worried about the future of
credible, free and relatively unbiased
news sources.
Not only news junkies such as myself
should be alarmed about this. The average person should be too.
News or information in general
should be a public service and people
should be able to access it rather easily.
With the CBC desperately clinging to
its status as a public service, huge newspapers like The Globe and Mail moving
to a charged service and academic materials becoming increasingly expensive,
times look bleak.
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Canada’s protest culture misunderstood
Opinion Editor
Devon Butler
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ShAUN FITL
WEB EDITOR

If you turn on the news right now
it won’t take long before you see
something that registers with you
on an emotional level. The phrase
“If it bleeds, it leads” does more than
just describe the tendency of using violence in the news to grab the
public’s attention, it also indicates
a broader symptom of our culture:
A hypersensitivity to conflict and
a social reinforcement of critical or
dismissive reactions to sensational
stories.
It is too easy to passively bring
up news stories in conversation
and without much criticism from
your peers, you can make comments based on information from a
few minutes of CBC television or a
KONY 2012 video.
This is largely because Canadian
society tries to project an image of
moderation and peace to define our
national character.
We are, therefore, led to assume
some quality of distinction from
other societies who adopt more
radical policies, and quickly jump to
defend the status quo without much
inquiry into the context of the violence being denounced.
Regardless of the reason for this
mainstream acceptance of judgment

being cast on completely foreign issues, it should be recognized that it
is an impediment to understanding
different cultures around the world
and contributes to a growing sense
of powerlessness and alienation
from global politics.
Without the historical elements of
conflict, would we not otherwise be
tempted to believe that violence is
nationally or ethnically determined?
And that a person who engages in
violence is somehow different from
one of “us” at the fundamental level?
The young generation of North
Americans, a generation that has
grown up with cellphones, the Internet, video games, mass media and
social networking technology do not
participate in politics the same way
the previous one did.
Typical discussions are more
about ourselves, like a pseudo-Facebook status update.
The historical context that many
of us fall back on to describe our
world today involves references to
the First and Second World Wars,
the Cold War and 9/11.
These particular events are
among the most represented in
Western culture, with cinema blockbusters about the Allies’ triumph
over the Nazis shown in high school
history class, or with adolescent
youth fighting Russian nuclear
threats in hugely popular video
game franchises like Call of Duty.
It begins to seem that the conflicts
that we discuss in our society are either dramatized to mythical proportions or they are harshly criticized as
being distinctly un-Canadian.
In the 21st century Canada has

NICK LAChANCE fIlE phOTO

Rioters set a police car on fire during the June 2010 G20/G8 summit in downtown Toronto.

developed a new dimension of
what has been called “riot culture,”
or more appropriately, “protest
culture.”
With assemblies at the Toronto
G20 Summit in 2010, which resulted
in the largest mass arrest in Canadian history and with the current
demonstrations in Quebec, people
are showing support for more public empowerment in politics. But
when we hear news of these protests
we are often convinced to discredit
the movements absolutely based on
vague reports of violence or because
of a talking point statistic.
The problem is that we do not
hear about how protests in Canada

Obama’s support for marriage
equality does little for gay rights
Columnist Alex Reinhart considers the problems with the
American constituion as it hinders their ability for change

OpINION COlUmNIST

North Carolina: where
you can marry your first
cousin, but not another
member of the same sex.

Unless you’ve been living under a
rock these past few weeks, you will
have no doubt heard of President
Barack Obama announcing his support of marriage equality.
While I have always been a relatively strong supporter of the President and applaud his declaration, it
seems like a hollow victory, not only
for the Obama administration, but
unfortunately, for gay rights advocates as well.
Firstly, having been in office
since January 2009, I am disappointed that it took until now for
President Obama to finally make
this announcement. This makes
me question the motives behind his
declaration.
Given the circumstances surrounding Obama’s announcement,
it would seem he was forced into
making it — especially after VicePresident Joe Biden’s declaration of
support for marriage equality — it
would have been political suicide
for the President to remain silent on
the issue.
While it is easy to be critical on
the delay of Obama’s announcement, he should be commended for
finally declaring his opinions to the
public.
Obama’s reluctance to announce

his position, however, is a relatively
small concern in comparison to the
larger issue, the issue of gay rights.
Despite Obama’s declaration in
support of marriage equality, we
have already seen that his position
is virtually meaningless.
Shortly after Obama’s announcement, the State of North Carolina
took it upon themselves to approve
a constitutional amendment which
effectively kills any hope for marriage equality in the state. North
Carolina: where you can marry your
first cousin, but not another member of the same sex.
Unfortunately, when the President announced his position on
marriage equality, he also stated
that he would allow individual
states to maintain control over the
definition of marriage.
As North Carolina has demonstrated, it proves that his much
anticipated announcement is
meaningless.
North Carolina is able to exercise

ALEX REINhART

this power due to the wording of
the American constitution, which
grants the states residual control over all areas not specifically
outlined.
Unfortunately for all gay American citizens, marriage falls under the
banner of state responsibility and
while I would love to see it happen,
it seems unlikely that the South will
suddenly realize they have always
been on the wrong side of history.
As such, Obama must go much
further with his announcement and
make this an overarching, national
decision.
Like so many cases in American
history, the forward-thinking liberals must force the southern states to
quit living in the past.
But, despite the rather depressing
tone of this column, there is one true
point of hope.
For the first time in history, the
majority of Americans are in favour
of marriage equality.
Frankly, it took long enough,
and the fact that support has now
reached this level suggests that we
may begin to, ever so slowly, see
America grant gay citizens equal
opportunity.
That aside, the truth remains that
until Obama forces a constitutional
amendment, giving the power of
marriage to the federal government,
we will see no change on the issue
of marriage equality in the United
States.
While Obama’s announcement
represents an ideological win for the
gay rights movement, we should not
delude ourselves into thinking that
his announcement will make any
real change.

have been poorly handled, such as
in the case of the Toronto G20 Summit, until much later when the media buzz has already been killed. Or
we hear that Quebec pays the lowest
tuition rate in Canada rather than
the bigger story of university costs
rising nationwide by a margin that
exceeds inflation.
Similarly, protests that do not attract as much controversy are swept
under the rug, like the Aboriginal
Day of Action in 2007 when the Canadian First Nations organized an
assembly to represent land rights
issues peacefully and were policed
largely without confrontation.
At the end of the day, when you

reflect on the stories you have heard,
it is important to remember that
your greatest power is in your ability to not passively participate in the
mainstream media’s judgment.
And, especially when you feel a
news report is too sensational or
controversial and provokes an emotional reaction, it is a matter of honesty to approach the conflict with a
curious mind and at least try to read
past the headlines before you cast
your judgment.
Empathy for political movements
is not a subjective bias; rather, it is
an openness to listen for the context of an idea and the story it tries
to tell.

Letters to the Editor
WLUFA right to support
Quebec students’ protests

Re: “WLUFA sends support to students in
Quebec” May 25 (online)
I fully support and applaud the
Faculty Association at Wilfrid Laurier University for their recent show
of concern for the threat Bill 78
poses towards students’ ability to
protest.
Protesting is by far the most effective way many sections of society,
including students, can influence
the political process.
Often in society, people decry
the lack of active youth participation in politics. Bill 78 is part of this
problem.
Student protests are a sign of
young people becoming politically
active by advocating publicly for
changes in the political process.
Most people claim Bill 78 is designed to stop “radicals” or “violent
protesters.”
If this was true then how does restricting every major protest stop
vandalism at schools or masked
people trying to shut down classes?
If anything, these illegitimate
forms of protest will gain more
power as a result of this bill because
it makes legitimate forms of protests harder to do.

Recent police tactics, such as kettling, are also terrible ways to stop
“radical protesters.”
This does not effectively break
up illegitimate or violent protests
but prevents crowds from dispersing and treats regular protesters the
same as violent protesters.
This tactic has been used in Quebec not as a mean of violence prevention but a means of intimidation
to protesters of all kinds.
I thank the Faculty Association
of Wilfrid Laurier University for
their decision. I feel that the WLUSU
should likewise show their support.
The students’ best way to influence the political process will continue to remain protesting not just
lobbying, as the two Waterloo universities’ students’ unions recently
stated.
- Evan Henry

Letter policy
Letters must not exceed 250 words. Include your full name and telephone number. Letters must be received by 12:00
p.m. noon Monday via e-mail to letters@
thecord.ca. The Cord reserves the right to
edit for length and clarity or to reject any
letter.

Pissed at something we said?
We want to hear from you.

!#&?@
letters@thecord.ca
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Sports in brief

CFL contract stalled
—cover

NICK LACHANCE filE PHOTO

Shamawd Chambers was drafted 6th overall by Edmonton after
gaining 562 yards and five touchdowns with Laurier in 2011.

But while Chambers chases that
dream south of border, contract
talks with the Eskimos appear to be
hitting a wall.
“I don’t really know what’s going on with the negotiation process.
They’ve offered two contracts that I
haven’t really felt comfortable taking,” said Chambers. “Rookie camp
starts in two days, but as of right
now I don’t think we’ve gotten far.”
While goal number one for
Chambers appears to still be an NFL
contract, he is excited at the prospect of playing in Edmonton.
“It’s a good spot, period,” he said.
“Edmonton’s a great city, it’s got
the nickname the City of Champions; the fans are great, so I’d love to
be able to go out there and perform
for the city.But the business side is
what needs to get taken care of before anything else and unfortunately
that’s the stuff that really slows everything down.”
With just 16 Canadians currently
playing in the NFL — only four of
which came through the Canadian
university ranks — Chambers appears to be facing a tall order in his
quest to break into the American
game.
But at 6’3, 218lbs, Chambers
possesses almost prototypical size
for an NFL wide receiver. And the
4.42-second 40-yard dash he ran at
the CFL scouting combine in February was not only tops in Canada, but
it was the fastest in North America
for a receiver of his size.
“He’s just scratching the surface,”

said Jeffries of Chambers’ potential.
“It goes without saying, he’s a tremendous talent. But once he gets to
that next level, with the talent that
he has, getting professional coaching, it could take him to a whole different plane.”
While Chambers will no doubt
continue putting in work on his
physical abilities — such as catching
over 200 passes a day as he did in
the days leading up to the CFL draft
and his tryout in Philadelphia — in
his eyes, it will be his mind that will
set him apart.
“I think what’s gotten me here has
nothing to do with my ability to play
football,” he said.
“I think what got me here was the
intangibles. Physically, when you
get to a certain level, everyone is capable of doing the exact same thing;
it’s the mental side and the attitude
that sets apart the elite athletes.”
Should Chambers make an NFL
roster, he would join Nate Burleson
of the Detroit Lions and Austin Collie of the Indianapolis Colts as the
only Canadian wide receivers in the
league.
However, of those three, Chambers would be the only one to come
from a Canadian school. Should
Chambers and the Eskimos be unable to reach a deal, and things don’t
pan out in the NFL, the Golden
Hawks could potentially get their
star wideout back in 2012.
Chambers only used four of his
five years of Canadian Interuniversity Sport eligibility and is, therefore, able to re-join the Hawks for a
fifth and final year.

Intramurals wins for outstanding program

For the fifth year in a row, Laurier’s Intramural program is being honoured
by the Canadian Intramural Recreation Association (CIRA) for the Ontario’s Outstanding Intramural Recreation Achievement Award. Over 7,000
students participated in newly added
programs and activities this past year.
Close to 15 teams were added just in
intramurals alone, and the club system was introduced with 15 clubs.

Football brings in largestever recruiting class

With the dawn of the 2012-13 year
nearing, Laurier’s recruiting class has
reached 54 athletes, the largest in the
football club’s history. The second
wave, featuring a large portion of defensive players, will commit to help
the Golden Hawks as they head into a
reconstructive year.

Crocker honoured as OUA
women of influence

At a luncheon of May 8, Laura Crocker
was named Laurier’s top female scholar-athlete by Ontario University Athletics (OUA). Crocker, a fourth-year
psychology major was also a two-time
Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS)
Academic All-Canadian; she held an
11.29 GPA. Crocker defended both the
OUA and CIS curling titles, and won
gold representing Canada at the Kariuzawa International Curling Championships. She was also named the Outstanding Woman of Laurier in March.

East West Bowl
previews season
sHELby bLACKLEy
SPORTS EDiTOR

LONDON, Ont. — A senior season
means a lot more hard work.And
for Alex Anthony, Felix Odum and
Isaac Dell, the hard work has already
begun.
“Senior season is a special season,” Laurier defensive back Odum
said. “I’m just looking forward to
the last year with the guys, making
plays, and all that stuff.”
Odum, fullback Dell and receiver
Anthony traveled to London earlier
this month to represent the Golden
Hawks and partake in the East West
Bowl, an annual week-long training camp organized by the Canadian
University Football Coaches Association (CUFCA), and hosted by
Western University.
The week includes training, practices and evaluations held by coaches and trainers from across Canada
in the Canadian Interuniversity
Sport league, culminating with a final all-star game held on the final
day.
“It was tough,” Anthony explained
after the all-star game. “It was really
physically and mentally exhausting
but coming together with guys from
all across the country and putting
in an entire playbook in four days.
It was tough, but it was a great experience and I’m really happy to be
here.”
The East West Bowl brings together 90 of the top university football players from across the country,
where Canadian Football League
scouts and team can examine the
prospects for the draft the following year. Odum, Dell and Anthony,
representing the West team, learned
extra skills and plays that will allow
them to excel in the upcoming year
with the Hawks.
“It’s a bit of a reloading year,” Dell
explained. “We’ve got a lot of young

guys coming in, but that’s good. A
lot of youth, a lot of fresh legs and I
think we’ll be set. A lot of older guys
on the team are great leaders so we
just have to stick with our philosophy and roll with it.”
In the closing all-star game, the
East team defeated the West 2416. The East’s kicker, Brett Lauther
of Saint Mary’s delivered five field
goals while Acadia running back
Zack Skibin scored the game’s only
touchdown.
Odum had an interception and
returned two kickoffs, racking up 25
yards, while Anthony caught three
passes for 34 yards and returned
a punt and a kickoff for a total of
38 yards. Competing with the best
players from across the country was
an adjustment, but the three fourthyears obtained promising help.
“It was different playing with a lot
of different guys,” Odum said. “We
only had four days to really get used
to playing with each other, but everyone here is a great athlete so it
was a much higher level of football,
but it was great.”
“You come out here, you see how
you stack up against some of the
best players across the country, and
then you take what you’ve learned,
mistakes you’ve made, and try to
apply it in your training camp the
following year,” Dell agreed. The
week also gave the three Hawks a
chance to preview their upcoming
season. They will open at the University of Toronto against the Varsity Blues on Sept. 3 before having
their home opener the following
Saturday against the Queen’s Gaels.
“Hopefully I can carry what I
learned here into next season and
help the Golden Hawks go as far as
we can,” Dell said.
Anthony agreed. “We have a
strong chance to take the Yates.”
For Laurier head coach Gary Jeffries, the experience will be huge for
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Felix Odum returns a punt during the East West Bowl. Odum had an interception and 25 return yards.

three players he expects to be leaders on what will be an inexperienced
2012 Golden Hawks team.
“It was a really big week for all
three of them,” said Jeffries. “They’re
all leaders on our team and any time
you get to go to an elite camp and be
around the top players in the country, it can do nothing but good.”
Coming off a 2011 season that
saw Laurier bow out in the first
round of the playoffs — the team’s
earliest exit in nine years — Jeffries’
squad will see a significant turnover in 2012. Gone are key players
like quarterback Shane Kelly; receivers Shamawd Chambers, Dillon
Heap and Mark Surya; linebacker
Sam Aird; and defensive lineman
George Kourtesiotis, making way
for a youth movement that includes
a 54-player recruiting class.
“We lost a lot of kids and we
thought it was time to regroup,” said
Jeffries. “I think we’re going to be a
young, exciting football team, right
through the lineup.”
Jeffries added that the quarterback position will be decided in
training camp. Steven Fantham
comes in with the most experience,
serving as Kelly’s backup last year.
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Expansion set for Athletic Complex
Construction to begin in early August;
completion expected late summer 2013
SHELBY BLACKLEY
SPORTS EDITOR

In a $5-million project, the Fitness
Centre at Wilfrid Laurier University’s Athletic Complex will be expanding to nearly double its current
size.
Peter Baxter, director of athletics
and recreation, finalized the plans
regarding an expansion to the current facility in mid-April.
“The first thing we’re doing is addressing the capacity issue,” Baxter
said. “When you build it, people will
come.”
Only seven years ago in 2005, a
$4.3-million addition was added
to the Fitness Centre. The addition
tripled the size of the fitness component, with a hundred new pieces of
equipment.
By the end of August 2013, 10,800
square feet with over $700,000 of
new equipment for the Fitness Centre will increase the size of the Athletic Complex.
“Basically we’re almost doubling
the size of our Fitness Centre,” Baxter commented. “We’ll be expanding
up to include a second floor as well
as out past the front windows [of the
Athletic offices].”
By doubling the size, the Fitness
Centre will become more accessible
for students, as currently the facility
reaches capacity frequently.
“Particularly at the beginning of
each semester, it’s pretty crowded,
especially at peak times like right in
the morning, especially at lunch and
of course in the evening, which can
be very busy right up until eleven
o’clock when we close,” said Baxter.

Expected Construction

Work is set to begin Aug. 1 and is
expected to be completed by Aug.15,
2013, during which time, the current
door will have a tunnel hoarding for
entry for students, enabling a pathway to the facility.
The rest will be fenced off for
construction for the duration of the
year.
“The [workers] will be working on things like the elevator and
they will do the steel structure so we
can still utilize the downstairs during the construction period,” Baxter
explained.
The expansion will follow a small
project to increase, as well as mend
portions of the current Fitness
Centre.
Almost $250,000 of machine
equipment will be purchased for the
upcoming year, while the lockers
and showerheads will be replaced.

When you build it,
people will come.”

—Peter Baxter, director of athletics and
recreation

The plans for the centre include
expanding the cardio area, which
will be relocated to a second level,
an expansion of the free weight area
on the ground floor, as well as including a fitness assessment and
testing area and an area for a new
wellness program.
The second floor fitness area will
also overlook the entry point.
In addition, a separate cardio
area can be cornered off for specific
groups or evemts, such as women’s
only fitness or to accommodate ethnic and religious groups.
Also included are two new dance
studios on the second floor, accessible by Fashion n’ Motion, the
competitive dance team, as well as
groups that wish to rent the space
out.
A student media component to
the project is also on Baxter’s agenda, where varsity games streamed
through webcasts, videos online and
primetime television shows can be
watched by students working out.
“We still need to fundraise for that
component because that’s not part
of the project but this is the idea.”
Finally, Baxter hopes to increase
the sustainability portion of the
Athletic Centre.
“We’re trying to do as much sustainability stuff to reduce our energy
use, so there will be a new ventilation system to make sure that it
recycles outdoor air with the current air. And of course, with a lot of
glass, it actually helps with the heating efficiency in the building.”
Construction will begin this August with outside hoarding and layout details.

Effect on Students

From late August 2012 until April
2013, contractors and construction
workers will refrain from interfering
with the use of the facility for students and student athletes.
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Top: The expected front entrance of the Athletic Complex after completion. Bottom left: The cardio
and fitness areas seen from University Ave. Bottom right: Reception and lobby areas in front entrance.

“The good news is it will not affect our current fitness centre operation during the year of construction,” said Baxter. “You have to
muddle through some issues of construction, but it won’t really disrupt
our programming.”
Next summer, when the project is
expected to be finished, the facility
will be closed entirely to rip up the
flooring, repaint and finish the final
features.
“In the summer of 2013, we do
have it shut down for about a month
so that they can cut in the stairs and
so forth,” Baxter explained. “We’ll
move some machines, because it
isn’t hitting the bulk of the student
population.”
Baxter also promises that the

varsity teams will not be affected by
the construction. The teams are already set for practices and the gym
portion of the Athletic Centre will
not be affected by the expansion.

Expansion Expenses

With the project required to stay
within a $5-million budget, the extra
expenses were aided from the student levy and university.
“The students already passed a
referendum a year ago to start a collective for this, which they started
in September of last year, so the financing is already in place and has
been approved by the students,”
Baxter explained.
He also promises that it will
not change the student fees for the

following years, as it’s already been
taken from the student levy fee from
the beginning of the 2011 school
term.
The main intention of the expansion project is to promote the importance of the students, Baxter
explained.
The growth in space as well as increase of equipment will allow the
centre to be more user-friendly and
accommodating for students.
“We’re building it to maximize the
space for student use,” Baxter said.
“This is all student money.
“We could always use more space
for coach’s offices and whatnot but
this wasn’t the project to do it. We
wanted to maximize the programmable space for students.”

Stanley Cup 2012: A tale of two goaltenders
Star goalies Jonathan Quick and Martin Brodeur highlight the final round of this year’s Stanley Cup playoffs.

SHAYNE MCKAY
STAFF WRITER

Ask anyone at the beginning of the
NHL regular season if they predicted
the Los Angeles Kings and the New
Jersey Devils going at it for the Stanley
Cup and it’s almost unanimous: people would think you’re crazy. But neither of these teams has been anything
short of spectacular on their journey
to the finals, especially when it comes
to goaltending.
It is a battle of the titans when you
look between the goal posts of these
two teams; Jonathan Quick has been
a monstrous up-and-comer for the
eighth seeded Kings in the West,

earning his first-ever Vezina Trophy
nomination this year. Martin Brodeur, meanwhile, is going into his fifth
Stanley Cup Final for the sixth-seeded
Devils with three cups under his belt
and playing some of his best hockey
despite being at the ripe age of 40.
To many, Quick has been the best
goalie in these playoffs; having only
lost two of his 14 games so far, along
with winning all eight of the Kings
road games, he is a force to be reckoned with. Couple that with the fact
that he is sporting a 1.54 goalsagainst-average and .946 save percentage this post-season, and he’s
possibly the most dangerous player in
the Kings lineup.
Being a relative newcomer to the
playoffs, since the Kings were defeated early the last two years, Quick has
shown his prowess in the postseason
and has been one of the saving graces for his team on their run to finally
hoist the Stanley Cup after 45 years in
the league.

Brodeur is entering this final as a
record holder in almost every major
goaltending category, yet he is being
seen as the underdog for this series.
That being said, the man who recently
celebrated his 40th birthday is playing some of his best hockey yet with 13
games where he allowed two goals or
less.
Some even compare it to his performance in 2003.
With talks of retirement after this
season as well, it is only fitting for one
of the greatest goaltenders of all time
to go out with a bang and win one final cup to solidify his place in hockey
history.
Goaltending is only one part of the
battle when it comes to the finals, so
the question it begs to ask is: who has
the better team? It’s hard to use regular season statistics as a determining
factor seeing as they’ve both been exceptionally better since then.
Both teams have been disappointing on the powerplay with the Kings at

8.1 per cent and the Devils around 18
per cent in the playoffs, but the Kings
have a secret weapon in their penalty
kill which has been nearly unbeatable.
The fact that they’ve scored five shorthanded goals as well only adds to that.
The Devils barely managed to sneak
through the first round whereas the
Kings have dominated every opponent
they’ve faced thus far. Both teams continue to grow better, but as far as these
playoffs go, I’m going to have to give
the Kings the advantage with their
phenomenal goaltending, solid defensive unit and the stepping up of their
forwards to score some goals, especially captain Dustin Brown who was
the subject of trade rumours before his
breakout postseason.
Even though both are solid teams
overall, the real show for these finals
is looking to take place at the far ends
of the ice, and it’s going to be nothing
short of a spectacular story- no matter who ends up hoisting the cup in the
end.

It’s hard to use regular
season statistics as a
determining factor seeing as they’ve both been
exceptionally better
since then.”

